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T
he visit, which took place right after
the end of the 20th National
Congress of the Communist Party
of China (CPC), underscored
particular importance for both

Vietnam and China. The visit aimed to actively
and vigorously implement the foreign policy of
the 13th National Congress of the Communist
Party of Vietnam (CPV) and enhance mutual
understanding and political trust between the
two Communist Parties, two States and two
peoples.

During the visit, General Secretary Trong
held talks with CPC General Secretary and
President of China Xi Jinping; received the
Friendship Order of China from President Xi on
behalf of the Party and the Government of
China; met with Premier Li Keqiang, Chairman
of the Standing Committee of the National
People's Congress Li Zhanshu, and Chairman of
the National Committee of the Chinese People's
Political Consultative Conference Wang Yang.
At these encounters, the two sides informed
each other of the situations of their respective
Parties and countries; exchanged ideas; and
reached important common perceptions of
bilateral relations between the two parties and
the two countries, as well current international
and regional situations.

Wrapping up the visit, the two sides
pronounced the Vietnam-China Joint Statement
on continually accelerated and deepened
Vietnam-China comprehensive strategic
cooperative partnership.

Strengthening and deepening
comprehensive strategic partnership

According to the Joint Statement, Vietnam
and China assessed that the world is experiencing
historical, profound and unpredictable changes
and entering a new period of upheavals. The two
parties and countries need to persistently pursue
their goals, ideals and missions of striving for
people's happiness and human progress;
persistently view and develop the bilateral
relations from a strategic perspective with a long-
term vision; uphold the motto of “friendly
neighborliness, comprehensive cooperation, long-
term stability and future-oriented thinking” and

Consolidating Vietnam-China Comprehensive
Strategic Cooperative Partnership

At the invitation of General Secretary of
the Chinese Communist Party and

President of the People's Republic of
China Xi Jinping, General Secretary of

the Communist Party of Vietnam
Nguyen Phu Trong led a high-ranking
official delegation of the Party and the

State to China from October 30 to
November 1, 2022.

ANH MAI

General Secretary of CPC’s Central Committee and President of China Xi Jinping

welcomes General Secretary of CPV’s Central Committee Nguyen Phu Trong

F



the spirit of "good neighbors, good friends, good comrades,
good partners", and promote the long-term, healthy and
stable development of Vietnam-China comprehensive
strategic cooperative partnership in the new era.

To do so, the two sides need to enhance strategic
exchanges and political trust, persist with equality and
mutual respect, firmly grasp the right direction ahead of
Vietnam-China relations; deepen mutually beneficial
cooperation, and foster harmony of interests, thus helping
bring happiness to peoples and improve their living
standards; properly handle disagreements on the basis of
mutual understanding and respect, preserve Vietnam-
China relations and peace and stability in the region, and
create a good external environment for the development
of both countries; strengthen coordination on
international issues, join hands in responding to regional
and global challenges, contribute positively to maintaining
peace, and promote common development in the region
and the world.

The two sides said that the two parties’ top leaders
maintaining regular exchanges, orienting and guiding the
Vietnam-China relationship play an important strategic
orienting role in the relationship development between the
two Parties and countries.  

The two sides agreed to promote the role of the Steering
Committee for Vietnam-China Bilateral Cooperation and
the Master Plan, and intensify exchanges and cooperation
in diplomacy, national defense and security, law
enforcement and other fields. They will also work to
implement the agreement on enhancing cooperation
between the two Foreign Ministries in the new situation
and maintain regular meetings between the two ministries'
leaders and exchanges between their departments.

The two nations agreed to actively promote connectivity
of their development strategies, accelerate discussion on
and the signing of a cooperation plan between the two
governments on promoting connectivity between the “Two
corridors, one belt” Framework and the “Belt and Road”
Initiative, roll out cooperation in production capacity,
infrastructure construction and transport connectivity, and
quickly complete the evaluation of Lao Cai-Hanoi-Hai
Phong standard gauge railway planning.   

The two countries conducted
sincere and frank in-depth exchanges
on issues at sea; held that
satisfactorily controlling
disagreements, and maintaining
peace and stability in the East Sea is
extremely important; and agreed to
properly handle issues at sea,
contributing to long-term peace and
security in the region. 

Vietnam and China agreed to
continue to promote full and
effective enforcement of the
Declaration on the Conduct of
Parties in the East Sea (DOC), and
on the basis of consultation, and
consensus, soon reach a substantive
and effective Code of Conduct in the
East Sea (COC) in accordance with
international law, including the 1982

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS); well control disagreements at sea, without
actions that complicate the situation and expand disputes;
and maintain peace, stability in the East Sea and promote
cooperation at sea

Fostering economic and trade cooperation
According to statistical data, China is the largest

trading partner of Vietnam among more than 200
countries and territories with which Vietnam has foreign
trade relations. Vietnam-China trade ties are steadily
developing and deepening. In 2021, despite the COVID-19
pandemic, two-way trade still reached US$165.8 billion,
up 24.6% over 2020 and amounted to US$147.7 billion in
the first 10 months of 2022.

According to Minister of Industry and Trade Nguyen
Hong Dien, although global and regional economies have
been heavily hit by the COVID-19 pandemic and
geopolitical upheavals in the world, Vietnam-China
economic and commercial ties have kept growing to
achieve remarkable outcomes, thus standing out as one of
the bright spots in the bilateral relationship.

China was Vietnam's second-largest export market
after the United States with a 10-months export value of
US$47 billion and Vietnam's largest import market with
US$100.7 billion in the period. Vietnam had a trade deficit
of US$53.7 billion with China in the 10-month period, up
18.8% year on year.

With a close geographical location, strongly competitive
input materials from China are positively helping Vietnam's
export growth. Given complementary commodities in their
import and export structures, Vietnam exports to China
tropical agricultural products, aquatic products, apparel,
telephones, computers, and other electronics products, while
importing from China raw materials for production and
temperate agricultural products.

According to the Joint Statement, the two sides agreed to
apply practical measures to reduce their trade imbalance and
increase exports and imports of high-quality farm produce
and food products from both countries. China will actively
speed up the process of market opening for Vietnam’s sweet
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General Secretary of CPC’s Central Committee and President of China Xi Jinping holds talks

with General Secretary of CPV’s Central Committee Nguyen Phu Trong at the Great Hall of the

People in Beijing, capital of China, Oct 31, 2022
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potato, citrus fruits, swiftlet nest and some agricultural and aquatic
products. Vietnam will actively speed up the process of market opening
for Chinese milk.

In particular, the two countries held that e-commerce is an
important field in bilateral economic and commercial cooperation,
and agreed to increase policy exchange and experience sharing in
developing cross-border e-commerce, promote collaboration between
logistics firms, study enhancing electronic payment cooperation
between banks and national payments switches, improve capacity for
micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises so as to expand
commercial channels and new investments through e-commerce. 

In order to promote merchandise import and export and increase
two-way trade value, Vietnam and China agreed to push for and
facilitate cooperation in aviation, land and railway transport; early hold
negotiations on amending the 1992 Vietnam - China Border Railway
Agreement; and support their railway companies to expand
cooperation on increasing the volume of Vietnamese goods transported
by railway via China.  

Promoting friendship, education and cultural exchanges
The joint statement stated that Vietnam and China agreed to increase

people-to-people friendship exchange, and education on Vietnam-China
friendship, thus raising mutual understanding between the two peoples,
especially the young generations. The two nations also agreed to
implement the Vietnam-China cultural and tourism cooperation plan, in
line with the two countries’ pandemic containment policy, promote the
exchange of all-level delegations on culture and tourism, boost the
tourism sectors’ recovery and healthy development, and enhance
cooperation in the cultural sector.

Vietnam and China agreed to effectively carry out the Vietnam-
China Education Cooperation Agreement, encouraging student
exchange. China announced the provision of no less than 1,000
government scholarships for Vietnam and no less than 1,000 other
scholarships for Chinese language teachers in the next five years,
helping Vietnam cultivate high-quality talents and Chinese language
teachers.

In particular, the two sides will continue to organize friendship
activities and cultural exchanges, such as Vietnam-China Youth
Friendship Meeting, Vietnam-China People’s Forum and Border
People’s Festival, encourage localities of the two countries, especially
border provinces/regions, to boost friendship exchanges and cooperation
for mutual benefit. They are willing to increase the exchange of press,
media and reporters of the two countries, thus strengthening the
Vietnam-China friendship, and creating a social foundation and public
opinion for bilateral ties’ development.

The two sides agreed to actively seek exchanges and cooperation in
such fields as green development, climate change response and digital
economy, thus creating more growth pillars for Vietnam-China
cooperation. Vietnam and China agreed to continue making good use of
the role of the Vietnam-China Joint Committee on Science and
Technology Cooperation; actively foster scientific-technological
cooperation, joint research and technological demonstration; and
encourage the exchange of delegations at all levels to deepen cooperative
ties in these fields.

The official visit to China by General Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong
marked a great success that positively contributed to fostering solidarity
and traditional friendship between Vietnam and China, boosting and
deepening the comprehensive strategic partnership between the two
nations in the new era, upholding peace, stability and prosperity of the
region and the world. The two parties and the two peoples are very happy
about these achievements. n

During this visit, 13 bilateral documents
were signed by central and local agencies of
Vietnam and China as follows:

- Cooperation Agreement between the CPV
Central Committee's Bureau for External
Relations and the CPC Central Committee's
International Liaison Department

- Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
between the CPV Commission for Internal
Affairs and the CPC Central Political and Legal
Affairs Commission

- MoU on cooperation in the 2022-2027
phase between the Vietnam Union of
Friendship Organizations (VUFO) and the
Chinese People's Association for Friendship
with Foreign Countries

- MoU on cooperation between the
Vietnamese Ministry of Justice and the Chinese
Ministry of Justice

- MoU on cooperation between Hanoi and
Beijing, the capital cities of Vietnam and China  

- MoU between the Vietnamese Ministry of
Industry and Trade and the Chinese Ministry
of Commerce on strengthening cooperation to
ensure Vietnamese and Chinese supply chains

- MoU between the General Department of
Vietnam Customs (Ministry of Finance) and
the General Administration of Customs of
China on building priority areas for
cooperation

- MoU on cooperation in ecology and
environment between the Vietnamese Ministry
of Natural Resources and Environment and the
Chinese Ministry of Ecology and Environment

- MoU on cooperation between the
Vietnamese Ministry of Industry and Trade
and the General Administration of Customs of
China on food safety in Vietnamese and
Chinese bilateral trade

- MoU between the Vietnamese Ministry of
Industry and Trade and the People's
Government of China's Yunnan province on
promoting cooperation in economics and trade

- Cooperation Plan on culture and tourism
in 2023 - 2027 between the Vietnamese
Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism and
the Chinese Ministry of Culture and Tourism

- MoU on enhancing cooperation in state-
owned property and state-owned enterprises
between Vietnam's Committee for
Management of State Capital at Enterprises
and China's State-owned Assets Supervision
and Administration Commission of the State
Council

- Protocol on phytosanitary requirements
for fresh bananas imported from Vietnam
between the Vietnamese Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Development and the
General Administration of Customs of China.
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A
fter four days with a dense schedule of more
than 20 activities, the 40th and 41st ASEAN
Summits and Related Summits were
successfully wrapped up, achieving many
important results, both in cooperation within

ASEAN as well as between ASEAN and its partners. 
First, the solidarity and central role of ASEAN are clearly

demonstrated in these meetings. In the current complicated and
unstable context, all countries affirmed that ASEAN has been
making efforts to overcome difficulties, maintain cooperation
momentum, and effectively promote sustainable recovery. While
the world and regional economies have many gray areas, Southeast
Asia is really a bright spot with a growth forecast of 5.3% in 2022.
Trade resumption, economic opening, effective implementation of
economic policies and free trade agreements are the priorities of all
countries in their joint efforts on post-pandemic recovery.

At the conferences, ASEAN and its partners proposed many
measures and committed specific resources to respond to
emerging challenges such as epidemics, climate change, the
environment, energy security and food security. The countries
also proposed many practical initiatives in the fields of current

concern such as digital transformation, green growth, digital
economy and circular economy.

ASEAN's solidarity and central role were strongly promoted
in matters related to peace, security and stability. In particular, on
the Myanmar issue, with the adoption of the decision to
implement the Five-Point Consensus, ASEAN has shown a
stronger determination in supporting Myanmar and reaffirmed
that Myanmar remains an integral part of ASEAN.

In addition, the leaders of ASEAN countries approved the
Declaration on Timor Leste's application to join ASEAN, which

Toward United, Inclusive, 
Resilient and Rules-Based ASEAN

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) gathered in Phnom
Penh, the Kingdom of Cambodia, for the 40th and 41st ASEAN Summits
and Related Summits. The member countries are determined to build a

united, inclusive, resilient and rules-based ASEAN community where all
the peoples live in a safe, harmonious and secure environment.

Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh (4th from left), Cambodian Prime Minister Samdech Techo Hun Sen (center) and other ASEAN

leaders at the opening ceremony of the 40th, 41st ASEAN Summits and Related Summits in Phnom Penh, November 11



agreed in principle to admit Timor Leste as the 11th member of
ASEAN, grant an observer status and build a roadmap for the
country's accession to ASEAN.

Second, the process of building the ASEAN Community
continues to be the priority of the countries, receiving the support of
the partners. The implementation of ASEAN Community building
has progressed positively. The countries were committed to making
efforts to complete the set plan on time, creating a solid foundation
for ASEAN integration in the new period.

The countries agreed to give priority to building the Vision of
the ASEAN Community after 2025, an overarching strategic
document to guide ASEAN for the next decade, ensuring solidarity,
centrality, resilience and adaptability of ASEAN in the new context.
The partners also pledged to support and assist ASEAN in building
the Community, prioritizing areas such as trade, investment,
connectivity, and sub-regional development.

Third, the relationship between ASEAN and partners also
recorded concrete and substantive progress. This is the first time
that the ASEAN Summit is held, meeting directly with its partners
after nearly three years of hiatus due to the pandemic.

Notably, the leaders of the countries adopted the Declaration
on Establishing the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership

between ASEAN and U.S., and ASEAN and India, agreeing in
principle to upgrade the Strategic Partnership with Canada, and
accepted the proposal of Korea and Japan to upgrade relations
with ASEAN. Some partners also expressed their desire to
organize commemorative Summits with ASEAN such as the
50th anniversary of ASEAN-Japan in 2023 and the 50th
anniversary of ASEAN-Australia in 2024.

At the end of the meetings, the leaders of the countries
approved and recognized more than 100 documents on many
important contents.

Vietnam’s substantial contributions to ASEAN
Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh led the Vietnamese

delegation to attend ASEAN Summits and Related Summits and
made substantial contributions to ASEAN. 

Vietnam clearly shows its role as a bridge to connect and
promote ASEAN consent in many important decisions,
especially the Decision of ASEAN leaders on the
implementation of the 5-Point Consensus and the Statement on
the Application of Timor Leste for ASEAN Membership, thus
making its important contributions to strengthening the
solidarity, image and prestige of ASEAN.
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PM Successfully Wraps Up Working Trip to Cambodia
Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh returned to Hanoi on the afternoon of November 13, concluding his official visit to

Cambodia and his attendance at the 40th and 41st ASEAN Summits and Related Summits.
During his six-day working trip, made at the invitation of Samdech Techo Hun Sen, Cambodian Prime Minister and

ASEAN 2022 Chair, Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh had a busy schedule, with nearly 60 bilateral, multilateral and
community activities.

During his official visit to Cambodia, Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh held talks with his Cambodian counterpart
Hun Sen; paid a call on King Norodom Sihamoni; and met with Senate President Samdech Say Chhum and National
Assembly President Samdech Heng Samrin.

Along with the 40th and 41st ASEAN Summits and nearly 20 related summits, the Government leader had 16
bilateral meetings with leaders of ASEAN countries and their partners, the UN Secretary-General, and the founder and
Executive Chairman of the World Economic Forum (WEF).

Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh attended the ASEAN leaders' interface with representatives of ASEAN Business
Advisory Council. Addressing the event, the Vietnamese Government chief emphasized that businesses play a central role
in reviving growth in post-COVID period. To encourage and enhance businesses' engagement in and contributions to the
ASEAN Community building, Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh called for strengthening dialogue and cooperation in
policy making so that policies, once enacted, would be in line with strategic orientations of the member countries and
meet aspirations of the region's business circle. 

The successful working trip helped nurture Vietnam’s fine neighborliness with Cambodia, and affirmed that the
country is a proactive, active and responsible member of the region and the international community.

F

ASEAN leaders and U.S. President Joe Biden 

at the 10th ASEAN-U.S. Summit

Leaders of ASEAN countries and partners at the 25th ASEAN+3

(China, the Republic of Korea, Japan) Summit
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Acting Together,
Growing Stronger
in New Reality

VCCI

Fostering gender equality and enhancing women's
economic empowerment

Vietnamese Vice President Vo Thi Anh Xuan said, the
summit is a forum for parties to share experiences and discuss
methods to foster gender equality, increase economic
empowerment, and promote the role of women, including
entrepreneurs, as the world economy continues to face new
challenges.

She emphasized that, in the past years, with the common
development and progress of mankind and the effort of
countries, the position of women in ASEAN has been
significantly elevated by enhancing gender equality
cooperation and women's empowerment; upholding women's
entrepreneurship and skills development; creating a favorable
environment for women-owned enterprises; increasing

“Acting Together - Growing Stronger in the
New Reality” is the theme of the Women
CEOs Summit 2022, recently held by the
Vietnam Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (VCCI) and the Vietnam Women
Entrepreneurs Council (VWEC) and
attended by nearly 500 delegates, both
physically in Hanoi and virtually via domestic
and international video conferencing points.

ANH MAI

With a positive and active spirit, Prime Minister Pham
Minh Chinh proposed many important contents of
cooperation that caught the attention of other countries.
In bilateral and multilateral contacts, he emphasized that
countries need to further open up their economies
together, not introduce trade-restrictive measures, ensure
safe open trade, maintain smooth supply chain
operations, accelerate technology transfer and support
developing countries in growing digital economy, digital
transformation, green economy and circular economy.

He also stressed people-centric viewpoints, goals and
motivation for recovery and sustainable development
efforts as well as due attention paid to vulnerable and
disadvantaged people in society.

In his exchanges on international and regional issues,
Prime Minister Pham Minh expressed Vietnam’s views on
the East Sea, Myanmar, the Ukraine conflict and many
other issues in the spirit of balance, harmony and
construction. His sharing not only affirmed Vietnam's
roles and responsibilities, but also helped strengthen
ASEAN's principled stance and objective and balanced
approach, thus fostering the value of dialogue and
cooperation of ASEAN-led mechanisms, encouraging
constructive participation and responsible contribution of
partners to peace, security and development in the region.

Vietnam's contributions also consistently
demonstrated its support for the ASEAN Chair, enabled
the overall success of conferences, and further fortified a
solid foundation for a good neighborly relationship,
traditional friendship, and comprehensive and sustainable
long-term cooperation between Vietnam and Cambodia.

On this occasion, the Prime Minister had 17 meetings
and contacts with leaders attending the ASEAN Summit
that helped reinforce Vietnam’s relations with other
countries and partners, open up new opportunities for
increasingly profound and substantive cooperation in
economy, trade, investment, security and defense, culture,
education, people-to-people exchanges.

In general, Vietnam's participation in and
contributions to the meetings as an active, positive and
responsible member showed its important role and
position in the region that was respected and
appreciated by ASEAN countries and partners.n

F

Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh and other ASEAN

leaders at the interface with representatives of

ASEAN Business Advisory Council

VCCI President Pham Tan Cong addresses the Women CEOs Summit 2022



women's representation and leadership; and encouraging
public-private partnership.

Politically, currently women make up more than 30% of
all National Assembly (NA) deputies, while women leaders
in ministerial or equivalent agencies account for 50%.
Economically, women make up 47%-48% of the workforce
in Vietnam and women-led companies account for 27%,
including many leading giant firms.

However, a majority of women-owned enterprises are
small and micro-sized, she noted. Therefore, in the face of
the negative impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, armed
conflicts, energy and food crises and non-traditional
security challenges, women-owned businesses are
confronting numerous difficulties, especially in accessing
information, markets and financial services, attracting
human resources, and applying science, technology and
digital transformation in order to adapt to universal trends
for existence and development.

Therefore, she hoped that, through the summit,
economic experts, policymakers and women entrepreneurs
from ASEAN countries and the world will contribute
initiatives and recommendations of practical value, not
only for women-owned companies but also for
governments and trade promotion and support agencies, as
well as national and regional networks of women
entrepreneurs. This will consequently help strengthen
connectivity and cooperation to overcome difficulties and
challenges together, recover production and business, grow
and develop sustainably in the new context for a
sustainable, inclusive and resilient ASEAN community.

Acting together, growing stronger
According to VCCI President Pham Tan Cong,

Vietnamese women make up 50.2% of the population and
49% of the labor force. The rate of women-owned
enterprises in Vietnam ranks second in ASEAN (according
to the UN WOMEN Report in 2021). Small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs), which account for more than 90%
of total active enterprises, are largely owned by women,
contribute 40% of the country’s GDP, and create millions of
jobs for workers. Women entrepreneurs have importantly
assisted the overall socioeconomic development
achievements of the country. “During the extremely

difficult period of the COVID-19 pandemic outbreak,
women entrepreneurs were very brave, decisive and flexible
to lead their businesses to achieve high growth, and actively
carry out social responsibility, especially financing and
supporting COVID-19 prevention efforts,” he noted.

Despite being a nascent market economy, Vietnam has
had women entrepreneurs named “Top Asias’50 Power
Businesswomen” and "Outstanding ASEAN Women
Entrepreneurs", he added. Especially on Vietnamese
Entrepreneurs Day, on October 13, 2022, among 60
outstanding entrepreneurs honored as “Outstanding
Vietnamese Entrepreneurs” by VCCI, 15 were female, or
25%, with two named outstandingly excellent women
entrepreneurs in the Top 10.

A new era is opening up ahead for Vietnamese and
international businesspeople. The green economy and
circular economy trends are becoming the main flows
where science, technology and innovation continue to be
driving forces for sustainable business development.
Vietnam continues to deeply integrate into the world
economy and the world is increasingly interconnected and
interdependent; therefore, it is necessary to unite, act
together, grow together and work together to succeed and
develop. What is especially important to businesses today,
especially women-owned ones, includes restructuring
business operations, responding to crises, applying
technologies to expand and develop businesses,
strengthening cooperation and getting connected to
overcome current and potential challenges together and
achieve sustainable business development.

“VCCI is committed to supporting and acting to
promote initiatives and strengthen support for women-led
enterprises, creating a favorable business environment for
women-owned businesses and entrepreneurs to boost
development, enhance competitiveness and increase flexible
adaptability; reinforce connectivity between women-owned
Vietnamese enterprises with domestic and international
partners,” said VCCI President.

Within the framework of the summit, eight Vietnamese
businesswomen were honored with the “Outstanding
ASEAN Women Entrepreneurs Awards” and two were
honored with the “ASEAN Awards for Women
Entrepreneurs 2022”.n
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Vietnamese Vice President Vo Thi Anh Xuan and other delegates at the event
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VCCI

Application of technology in aquaculture
According to Ms. Truong Thi Bich Ngoc, Deputy

Director of the International Relations Department -
VCCI, with continuous growth for nearly four decades,
Vietnam's seafood industry has reached impressive

outcomes. In 2021, the
total seafood export
value was estimated at
nearly US$9 billion.
Up to now, Vietnam
has exported seafood
to more than 160
markets around the
world. Its top 10
markets include the
U.S., EU, Japan,
China, Korea, ASEAN,
Australia, the UK,
Canada, and Russia,
accounting for about
92-93% of Vietnam's
total seafood exports.
Fisheries are identified
as the key industry of
the country,
accounting for 4-5% of
GDP, 9-10% of the
total national export
turnover and ranking
5th in export value.

However,
according to Ms. Ngoc, Vietnam still faces some
difficulties, including the application of technological and
technical advances to the fishing industry, especially to
product preservation. Post-harvest loss reduction has
been gradually improved but is still slow, unable to meet
development needs. The management of seed sources,
feed, and farming areas still has many shortcomings. In
particular, aquaculture households always face many risks
and challenges such as natural disasters, epidemics, and
the polluted farming environment.

Moreover, at present, all of the major seafood import
markets in the world, especially the EU, the United States,
Japan, and South Korea, have strict requirements for
quality control and traceability. This has made it difficult
for Vietnam's fishing activities to meet the increasing
requirements of importers. Therefore, it is extremely
urgent to learn modern technologies and consult the
experiences of the world's leading countries in the field of
agricultural production and aquaculture.

“For a long time, Israel has been known as the 'Silicon
Valley’ of the world in agriculture and aquaculture.
Although only 1.7% of Israel's people are engaged in
agriculture, with most of the land in the desert, the
country exports about US$3.5 billion worth of

VIETNAM - ISRAEL

Intensifying Cooperation 
in Aquaculture, Water Treatment

"With many complementary advantages,
Israel and Vietnam have a lot of potential
for more consolidated business ties in the
coming time," confirmed VCCI Vice
President Nguyen Quang Vinh at the
seminar "the Israel-Vietnam business
matching on aquaculture and water
solutions for agriculture" held by Vietnam
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(VCCI) and the Israeli Embassy in Hanoi.

QUYNH CHI 

VCCI Vice President Nguyen Quang Vinh (3rd from right) at the meeting with the Israeli business delegation
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agricultural and fishery products annually. That must
include the miracles of the application of science and
technology in agriculture in Israel. The Israeli government
always pays special attention to agricultural and
aquaculture projects when more than 20% of the total
financial support from the government is for these
projects," said Ms. Ngoc. 

Therefore, Ms. Ngoc said that the advanced
technologies that Israeli businesses brought to the seminar
such as water solutions for ponds, circulating fish farming
technology, seeds and microbial feed are the ones that
Vietnamese enterprises in this industry hope to acquire to
improve quality in aquaculture to have low infection rate
and clean living environment for fish and shrimp species.

Strengthening business connectivity 
According to VCCI Vice President Nguyen Quang

Vinh, the trade turnover between Vietnam and Israel in the
first half of this year reached US$1.14 billion, up 55% over
the same period in 2021, so the two sides need to further
strengthen cooperation in this area. In addition, Vietnam
wants Israel to share experience in formulating policies to
support start-ups, promoting innovation development,
science and technology, especially in smart agriculture and
high-technology aquaculture.

Toward the 30th anniversary of Vietnam-Israel
diplomatic relations (1993-2023), the two sides discussed
and agreed on many specific measures to promote
cooperation between the two countries, including
strengthening the exchange of delegations and direct
connections between the business communities of the two
countries, promoting investment and science-technology
cooperation; promoting the negotiation of important
cooperation agreements such as the Vietnam-Israel Free
Trade Agreement and the Labor Cooperation Agreement.
In particular, Vietnam and Israel should study and open
direct flights to enhance exchanges between the two
peoples; increase Israel's support for Vietnamese businesses
and innovative start-ups.

According to Israeli Ambassador to Vietnam Yaron
Mayer, throughout history, the two countries have faced
many challenges, but have overcome them and developed
stably, which is the foundation for the two sides to
strengthen cooperation and exchange.

“The Vietnam-Israel Free Trade Agreement can be
considered a typical symbol to expand cooperative relations
between the two countries. Any collaboration, whether
small or large, is a starting point and this seminar is just
that. I hope in the future to meet again the businesses
attending today's seminar with effective and successful
cooperation results," said Ambassador Yaron Mayer.

According to the ambassador, Israel only develops the
seafood industry on a small scale, but many Israeli
enterprises use advanced and very effective technology in
aquaculture. Therefore, the ambassador wished that these
small-scale, experienced and innovative initiatives could be
applied to large-scale Vietnamese seafood enterprises, and
Vietnamese enterprises could find new technologies
suitable for practical application.n

Economic Cooperation Forum to Be
Held in December

Mr. Hoang Quang Phong, Vice President of the
Vietnam Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(VCCI), received a working delegation led by
Managing Director of Herald Artday Magazine Jin
Young Choi and Vice Chairman of the Vietnam-
Korea Friendship Association Ko SangGoo at the
VCCI headquarters on November 10.

The visit aimed to promote business ties between
VCCI and Korean companies and discuss the
organizing of the Economic Cooperation Forum
scheduled for December.

At the meeting, VCCI Vice President Hoang
Quang Phong highly appreciated the visit, as well as
the coordination of Korean organizations such as
KOCHAM and KBIZ with VCCI in cooperation
programs in recent years, and trade and investment
promotion relations between businesses of the two
countries.

He also suggested that, in the coming time, the
two sides will need to upgrade trade promotion and
strongly spread Korean culture, with special
emphasis on further cooperation in human
resources.

In response, Mr. Jin Young Choi also
acknowledged the close cooperation of VCCI and
expressed his desire to continue to receive
enthusiastic attention and support in the coming
time, especially in coordination with the Korean side
to organize the Economic Cooperation Forum - the
largest in a series of events to celebrate the 30th
anniversary of Vietnam- Korea diplomatic relations.
The forum is hoped to attract Korean leaders and 200
Korean businesses. Herald Magazine will invite
famous corporations such SK, Lotte and Samsung to
attend the forum.

VCCI Vice President Hoang Quang Phong agreed
on the plan, adding that VCCI is willing to work with
the Korean side to open the Economic Cooperation
Economic Forum and related programs. The two
sides will continue to discuss specific cooperation
programs so that businesses of both sides can take
advantage of opportunities for cooperation, trade
and investment promotion, he said.

Giang Tu

VCCI Vice President Hoang Quang Phong (R) receives

the working delegation led by CEO of Herald Artday

Magazine Jin Young Choi



How is digital transformation important to the
country's development strategy?

Boosted by amazing information and communication
technology (ICT) development, the world has been
experiencing a great, far-reaching and comprehensive
transformation in social and economic life. Digital
transformation opens up opportunities for all countries,
especially developing countries, to grow faster and higher and
elevate their development rankings.

Over the past time, the government has paid due attention
to fostering digital transformation and developing a digital
economy driven by science, innovations and creativity. The
government also issued Resolution 52-NQ/TW dated
September 27, 2019 on guidelines and policies for active
participation in the Fourth Industrial Revolution. The Prime
Minister adopted Decision 749/QD-TTg dated June 3, 2020
approving the National Digital Transformation Program to
2025, with a vision to 2030.

Central and local agencies have also worked out their own
strategies and action plans with many digital transformation
support programs and policies for SMEs to enhance their
competitiveness. With the right government policy, Vietnam
currently has a relatively developed telecom and IT industry,
a foundation for developing digital infrastructure, digital
connectivity and digital application platforms, as well as
essential elements for the digital transformation of the
Government and businesses.

How is digital transformation in SMEs important to
economic development?

With a domestic market of nearly 100 million people, with
70% using the internet (ranking 13th out of 20 countries with
the largest number of Internet users in the world) and 72%

using smartphones, Vietnam is considered one of the ASEAN
countries with good digital economy development.

Vietnam's digital economy was valued at US$21 billion in
2021, up 31% over 2020 accounting for more than 5% of the
country's GDP. Vietnam is changing rapidly, driven by digital
applications. The country's digital economy is expected to
reach US$57 billion by 2025, ranking second in Southeast
Asia and staging an annual growth of 29%.

However, whether the Vietnamese economy can take
advantage of and seize opportunities from the ongoing rapid
digital transformation depends on how successfully the
National Digital Transformation Strategy to 2025, with a
vision to 2030, is implemented, with the goal of synchronous
development of institutions, digital infrastructure, digital
platform and digital human resources. This is also a
challenging task for the Government, ministries, sectors,
localities and business community.

According to a survey by VCCI, the country currently has
about 900,000 active companies, more than 97% being SMEs
that play an important role in the country's socioeconomic
development and make up 45% of the GDP, 31% of the total
budget revenue and more than 5 million jobs. 

Digital transformation in the SME community has
developed vibrantly in recent years as a natural need to
respond to changes in consumer behaviors as well as
management requirements. Many SMEs have applied
software solutions, used digital platforms in accounting and
financial management, sales, online marketing, distribution
channel management, business administration or new
product and service development.

Digital transformation in SMEs is still a tough
problem. How should SMEs perceive this issue? 
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Digital Transformation Opens up
Opportunities for National Development

VCCI

The Vietnam Chamber of Commerce and Industry (VCCI)
recently collaborated with Meta Group to organize a
forum on "Equipping SMEs with Digital
Transformation" with the aim of teaming up
ministries, agencies, policymakers, business support
organizations and the Vietnamese business
community to figure out challenges; share and
discuss current situations, policies, trends,
opportunities, tools and solutions to support SMEs
in digital transformation. On the sidelines of the
event, Vietnam Business Forum has an interview with
VCCI Vice President Bui Trung Nghia on this matter. 

GIANG TU 



Companies' awareness and capacity of digital
transformation is extremely important. To be successful, they
need to be provided with enough information to properly
understand and opt for an effective digital transformation
strategy and roadmap. 

Indeed, their business strategy is most important. A
digital transformation strategy is part of a business strategy.
Digital transformation must be carried out on the basis of
business capacity and reality, and must be aimed at the
ultimate goal of improving business performance. If digital
transformation makes it more difficult to work and achieve
better business results, it cannot be considered a success.

How has VCCI supported SMEs in digital
transformation? 

VCCI is also very active and closely follows the business
community, especially in digital transformation. At the 7th
VCCI Congress for the 2021-2026 term, VCCI defined digital

transformation in business as one of the three important
strategic breakthroughs. 

In recent years, VCCI has cooperated with Meta Group to
launch various events and activities to raise awareness, offer
training courses and provide opportunities for enterprises to
experience digital tools. This move has really helped change
the perception, thinking and competence of effectively
applying digital tools in the business community. 

In order to continue to support businesses in digital
transformation to overcome difficulties and challenges and
take advantage of opportunities from digital transformation,
VCCI will continue to connect and coordinate with relevant
agencies and foreign enterprises and corporations in
mobilizing resources, technology and finance for digital
transformation. We will support SMEs in digital
transformation to quickly and effectively serve the
development of the business community. 

Thank you very much!
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Mr. TRAN DUY DONG

DEPUTY MINISTER OF PLANNING AND INVESTMENT (MPI)

To make innovation and
digital transformation
productive, in addition to
the participation of central
and local agencies and
the effort and
contribution of
businesses and
organizations, there is a
need for the joint force of
the entire society. The
Ministry of Planning and
Investment is committed to
further coordinating with other
ministries, sectors and businesses to
strongly implement programs and projects to support
businesses in innovation and digital transformation.

Ms. BUI THU THUY

DEPUTY DIRECTOR, ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT, MPI

In order to continue
supporting businesses in
digital transformation,
the Ministry of
Planning and
Investment
together with
VCCI will continue
to coordinate with
Meta Group to learn
about challenges that
SMEs are facing to
exchange, discuss and
share about current
situations, policies, programs,
trends, opportunities, technological tools, and solutions
concerning digital transformation with SMEs.



D
elivering a keynote speech on the role and
importance of digital transformation to
businesses, VCCI-HCM Director Tran Ngoc
Liem said the transition from a traditional
business model to a digital model will help

businesses scale up the application of cutting-edge
technologies such as big data, internet of things (IoT) and

cloud computing into business practices, thus helping change
how businesses are operated and change business models to
enhance business performance and add new value for
companies. “In other words, business digitization is a vital
trend and each business needs to create a digital environment
for themselves and be ready to connect with others in the
digital ecosystem," he emphasized.

The survey on “Digital transformation in business amid
COVID-19 pandemic outbreak” into over 400 businesses
conducted by VCCI showed that Vietnamese companies
started to perceive and apply digital technologies to various
activities like trade promotion, internal management,
purchasing, logistics, manufacturing, marketing, payment,
sales and customer care. When the contagious COVID-19
pandemic resulted in contact restrictions and social
distancing, businesses had to scale up the digital application in
their operations, especially in internal management, electronic
payment, online marketing and trade promotion. In just a
short time, a high percentage of companies started to adopt
digital technology in their operations, especially in remote
human resource management, online conferencing, online
learning and internal approval. This is also a trend that
requires businesses to quickly adapt to it to generate higher
working performance.

The role and effect of digital transformation on businesses
are undeniable. However, according to experts, digital
transformation in business is challenging, especially to small
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Raising Businesses’ Readiness
for Digital Transformation
Knowing that digital transformation is
important and even vital to Vietnamese
businesses in the context of deepening
international economic integration, the
Vietnam Chamber of Commerce and
Industry - Ho Chi Minh City Branch
(VCCI-HCM) hosted the Workshop
“Trade Promotion and Digital
Transformation for Businesses in
Industry 4.0 Era” to raise business
awareness of digital transformation.

MY CHAU
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T
he seminar focused on providing information
on opportunities and challenges from the EU-
Vietnam Free Trade Agreement (EVFTA) for
enterprises in the F&B industry and how to
approach the market using digital platforms.

EVFTA is considered an important highway that directly
connects the Vietnamese economy with the EU. With a wide
range of commitments, a deep degree of liberalization and
high standard commitments, the EVFTA is expected to
create both momentum and pressure for businesses in
Vietnam to grow faster, become more competitive and
overcome the limitations they are facing to access the EU
market.

In addition, with the strong development of digital
technology, the provision of products and services to
consumers has surpassed the limit of both time difference
and geographical distance, increasingly meeting the needs of
consumers, meeting customer requirements as well as
minimizing operating costs. Digital technology creates the

foundation for equality between businesses in accessing
knowledge and markets.

Ms. Tran Thi Thanh Tam, Director of the SMEs
Promotion Center, VCCI, said that in the past two years,
despite many changes in the world economic situation such
as the COVID-19 pandemic, logistics and supply chain
disruption, the EVFTA has quickly brought into play its
positive effects, not only as a lever for two-way trade, but also
as a preeminent advantage to support the business
communities of both sides to maintain and develop their
business activities.

In the eight months of 2022, the two-way trade turnover
between Vietnam and the EU reached US$42.4 billion, up
14.85% over the same period last year. Most Vietnamese
exports to the EU market recorded good growth. The
structure of export products also tended to expand and
diversify; key commodities achieved impressive growth such
as machinery and equipment (up 34.8%), textiles and
garments (41.2%), and the turnover of many agricultural,
forestry and fishery products also increased at a high rate
such as coffee (up 54.4%), seafood (41.9%), vegetables and
fruits (18%). 

However, the market share of Vietnamese products in
Europe is still very modest, Vietnam's exports to this market
are only about US$40 billion, accounting for less than 2% of
the total import demand of the EU.

Explaining the modest market share of Vietnamese
products in Europe, including F&B products, Attorney Dinh
Anh Tuyet, Director of IDVN Law Firm, VIAC Arbitrator,
said Vietnam's F&B industry had limitations in terms of scale
and capital; manual and rudimentary domestic raw material
supply systems leading to difficulty in traceability and quality
control; not high food quality and safety; raw export
products; weak trademarks and brands; poor understanding
of the commitments in FTAs and the technical standards and
requirements on bio-food of importing member countries.

According to Ms. Tran Thi Thanh Tam, to make better
use of the opportunities brought by the EVFTA, businesses
must understand regulations and increase market access.n

Strengthening Market Access for F&B Businesses

Within the framework of the international
exhibition on Food and Beverage (F&B)
processing technology equipment and
packages for the F&B industry, the SMEs
Promotion Center (Vietnam Chamber of
Commerce and Industry – VCCI)
cooperated with Vietnam National Trade
Fair and Advertising Company
(VINEXAD) to organize a seminar "Access
to International Markets for F&B
Businesses: Important Issues".

BICH HANH

and medium-sized companies. VCCI-HCM Deputy Director
Nguyen Huu Nam said that small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) are facing numerous barriers in digital
transformation because they do not properly perceive the role
of this process. SMEs account for a vast majority in the
business community in Vietnam, but their scientific and
technological prowess and innovation are still low. The digital
transformation readiness of SMEs is very weak. A survey on
readiness for Industry 4.0 showed that a majority of
respondents said they are out of this matter, while a very small
share are experienced or expert and none are at the “leading”
level.

2022 and the following years is forecast to be a golden time
for Vietnam to recover and grow in production and export, he
said. To grasp this opportunity, trade promotion needs to be
further renovated, especially driven by digital transformation.

Companies need to quickly adopt digital transformation for
commercializing products and services to effectively take
advantage of new opportunities because information
technology application and digital transformation is no longer
an option but a must for all businesses, organizations and
individuals to adapt and effectively take advantage of new
opportunities for market expansion and export growth. “In
that sense, to achieve successful digital transformation,
companies must be ready in three aspects: leadership readiness
(leaders need to understand what they want and how
technology can transform their companies), personnel
readiness (training employees to access and operate the system
during and after digital transformation); and technological
readiness (finding a suitable provider of digital
transformation,” VCCI-HCM Deputy Director Nguyen Huu
Nam recommended.n



Much room for reform
In spite of being affected by the

COVID-19 pandemic and
unpredictable global and political
volatility, merchandise import and
export is still an outstanding
achievement of Vietnam. According
to the General Statistics Office
(GSO), Vietnam's total import and
export value grossed US$668.5
billion in 2021, a year-on-year
growth of 22.6%, and US$616
billion in the first ten months of
2022. The value is expected to
exceed US$700 billion in 2022.

VCCI Vice President Hoang
Quang Phong said these figures
show the extraordinary efforts of
Vietnamese companies to overcome
difficulties. This result also
demonstrated the great efforts of the
General Department of Vietnam
Customs, the Ministry of Finance
and other ministries and agencies in
reforming administrative
procedures and facilitating
importing and exporting activities
of enterprises.

Survey results showed that
businesses continue to expect

relevant authorities to work harder
to enhance the performance of
National Single Window (NSW)
and reforms of specialized
inspection procedures to create
advantages for the business
community, he added.

Specifically, many legal
documents on specialized
inspections of imported and
exported goods have been amended,
supplemented, annulled, or
promulgated to speed up reforms
and facilitate enterprise
development. In addition, central
authorities have initially applied risk
management principles in
specialized inspection at different
levels and in various forms. They
have changed the time of quality
inspection of imported goods from
pre-inspection to post-inspection.
Many specialized inspection
procedures are brought to the
electronic medium. Many
overlapping regulations in
specialized inspection have also
been addressed. The percentage of
shipments subject to inspection
decreased in 2021.

16 VIETNAM BUSINESS FORUM NOV 15 – 28, 2022

National Single Window, Specialized 
Inspections Set for Further Improvement

The Vietnam Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (VCCI)
recently cooperated with the
General Department of Vietnam
Customs and the United States
Agency for International
Development (USAID) to hold a
launching workshop on the
findings from the survey
“business satisfaction with
implementation of administrative
procedures through the National
Single Window and specialized
inspection procedures 2022”,
which aimed to further facilitate
the business community to carry
out export and import
procedures.

LE HIEN

CUSTOMS AND BUSINESSES: COOPERATION FOR DEVELOPMENT

Delegates at the workshop on business satisfaction with implementation of administrative procedures through 

the NSW and specialized inspection procedures 2022



Efforts of Vietnam Customs in simplifying
administrative procedures

To make breakthroughs in specialized inspections of
import and export merchandise, the General Department of
Vietnam Customs advised the Ministry of Finance to ask the
Prime Minister to issue Decision 38/QD-TTg dated January
12, 2021 approving the "Reforming food safety and quality
inspection of imported goods" project. On that basis, since
2021, the General Department has focused on compiling and
submitting a draft decree on management mechanisms,
methods, order and procedures of State inspection of quality
and State inspection of food safety of imported goods to the
Government to lay a foundation for executing reform contents
in Decision 38/QD-TTg.

The report on business satisfaction with the
implementation of new specialized management and
inspection procedures released by VCCI in collaboration with
the General Department of Vietnam Customs on November 3
clearly showed these results.

Notably, surveyed companies opined on the impacts of
time and cost of compliance with specialized inspection
procedures. Specifically, based on the 1-10 cost scale, in terms
of time, if traditional methods are applied, record declaration
is given 5-5.04 points and record reception and settlement
scored 5-5.20 points. These two important stages are scored 3-
3.25 points and 3-3.52 points by enterprises, respectively, if
they are executed on the NSW Portal. Similarly, by cost,
record declaration is given 4.48-5 points and record reception
and settlement is scored 4,91-5 points if conducted with
traditional methods. Respective scores are 2-3.1 points and 3-
3.27 points if performed on the NSW Portal.

The survey on specialized inspections conducted by VCCI
and the General Department of Vietnam Customs also
recorded some reflections from the business community. Most
strongly support efforts of the Ministry of Finance,
particularly the customs sector, in reforming specialized
inspection. However, according to the survey, only 60% of
respondents are satisfied with the feedback from specialized
management agencies. Hence, they suggested that central
authorities that provide specialized inspection procedures
should cooperate with professional agencies and the General
Department of Customs to build a mechanism of a national
information panel for customs and specialized inspection
procedures. In this mechanism, support personnel should
include representatives of customs and relevant bodies.

The survey also showed that carrying out some stages in
specialized inspections on the NSW Portal helps reduce time
and cost as mentioned above. Therefore, businesses want
NSW to be applied faster and more thoroughly in order to
minimize the paperwork to be submitted and to switch to
digital forms as much as possible.

Mr. Bradley Bessire, Acting Director of USAID Vietnam,
said: “USAID believes that government-business dialogue is
very important. Collaboration between governmental agencies
and the private sector will lead to greater transparency and
effective reforms. If implemented, the survey findings will help
promote further customs reforms. We need to congratulate
Vietnam Customs as these reforms are facilitating businesses,
traders and investors to do business in Vietnam.”n
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Further improving institutions, policies and
laws

To reform and perfect customs institutions, the General
Department of Vietnam Customs asked the Prime Minister
to adopt the Customs Development Strategy for the 2021 -
2030 period as per Decision 628/QD-TTg dated May 20,
2022. The general department focused on amending and
supplementing legal documents in order to further
institutionalize the Party's views on developing a socialist-
oriented market economy; reforming administrative
procedures, improving the business environment and
enhancing national competitiveness; dealing with emerging
problems; ensuring effective administration to better serve
individuals, organizations and enterprises; meeting export
and import requirements during COVID-19 pandemic
outbreak. Since the start of 2021, the General Department of
Vietnam Customs has coordinated in compiling 16 legal
documents with competent authorities (including one
resolution of the National Assembly’s Standing Committee,
four decrees of the Government, two decisions of the Prime

VIETNAM CUSTOMS

Speeding up
Administrative
Reforms
According to Decision 2154/QD-BTC
dated October 25, 2022 of the Minister of
Finance, in 2021 the General Department
of Vietnam Customs was the best
performer of the Public Administration
Reform Index (PAR Index) among central
agencies under the Ministry of Finance.
The General Department of Customs has
maintained this top position for six
consecutive years. This outstanding result
results, first of all, from the attention of
the Government and the Ministry of
Finance, in addition to ongoing efforts of
customs bodies and their employees
whose highest goal was serving people
and businesses.

HIEN PHUC

F
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Minister, and nine circulars of the Minister
of Finance). It has concentrated resources to
develop and complete other important legal
documents.

Customs authorities have regularly
published administrative procedures;
maintained dialogues with enterprises;
promptly settled complaints and suggestions
of citizens and businesses; regularly stepped
up inspection to ensure effective law
enforcement and limit problems and
complaints.

Regularly accelerating
administrative procedure reforms

Carrying out resolutions of the
Government and action plans of the Ministry
of Finance, the General Department of
Customs adopted consistent solutions for
administrative procedure reform. In 2020
and 2021, the agency studied and proposed
reducing and simplifying 5% of regulations
and 5% of the business-related cost as per
Resolution 68/NQ-CP of the Government dated May 12, 2020.
It proposed abolishing copies of identity cards of two
administrative procedures as specified in Circular
22/2019/TT-BTC dated April 16, 2019 of the Ministry of
Finance according to the Master Plan of simplifying
administrative procedures, citizenship papers and
demographic databases. It submitted to the Government
Decree 67/2020/ND-CP dated June 15, 2020 of the
Government, with abolition and simplification of 19 out of 29
business conditions, reduction of 22 out of 52 procedures for
recognition of warehouses, yards, ports and duty-free shops.
The General Department regularly assessed the impacts of
administrative procedures and legal documents, ensured the
necessity, legitimacy and rationality of regulations on
administrative procedures; regularly and timely publicized
administrative procedures to ensure access right to
information about administrative procedures of individuals,
organizations and enterprises; and strengthened control of
administrative procedures in the customs sector.

Aiming for smart customs
Customs authorities have effectively built and operated

important information technology (IT) systems for automatic
customs clearance, inspection and supervision. Up to now,
core customs procedures are automatically delivered on the
Vietnam Automated Cargo and Port Consolidated
System/Vietnam Customs Intelligence Information System
(VNACCS/VCIS) applied by all customs agencies nationwide.
More than 99 % of companies have joined this system; more
than 99.8% of customs declarations have been processed on
this system, needing just 1-3 seconds for goods on the green
channel. The General Department signed cooperation
agreements with 44 banks to electronically collect 99.8% of
tax. The agency has deployed 91% of public services of Level 3
and Level 4 online; integrated 98 administrative procedures on
the National Public Service Portal. Currently, 259

administrative procedures of 13 ministries and agencies are
provided on the National Single Window, joined by more than
50,000 enterprises. It was also officially connected with the
ASEAN Single Window (ASW) to exchange electronic
Certificate of Origin Form D with nine ASEAN member
countries. The General Department of Customs has deployed
the Vietnam Automated System for Seaport Customs
Management (VASSCM) by connecting and exchanging
information with 495 companies that are operating in
seaports, airports, warehouses, yards and locations subject to
customs supervision.

In the context of globalization, trade liberalization and
deep international integration, as merchandise exchanges are
increasing among countries; Vietnam entered into 16 new-
generation free trade agreements (FTAs) with comprehensive
integration requirements; and the Fourth Industrial
Revolution has taken place strongly since the beginning of
2021, the General Department of Customs is seriously
building digital customs towards smart customs. The latter
model will be highly automated, applied with new and modern
scientific achievements on a digital, paperless platform, to
ensure transparency, fairness, effectiveness, and efficiency to
forecast and adapt to international trade and management
requirements of customs authorities, conform to international
standards and better serve people and businesses.

Currently, the General Department of Customs is building
a new IT system by leasing IT services to deal with
vulnerabilities. All transactions are handled by the new system
in a uniform manner to ensure the consistent application of
local laws and equal treatment of all trading partners.
Hopefully, in the next five years, 92,000 importers, exporters
and operators of warehouses, yards and ports will save
VND920 billion when they use the new customs IT system,
and can declare customs procedures anytime, anywhere on all
available tools. In addition, the customs sector will strive to
speed up specialized inspection reforms to create more
favorable conditions for importers and exporters.n

CUSTOMS AND BUSINESSES: COOPERATION FOR DEVELOPMENT
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The General Department of Vietnam Customs has maintained the top position in the

Public Administration Reform Index (PAR Index) for six consecutive years
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Quang Ninh Customs Handles
Procedures for Over 400 Businesses in
October

October import and export value reached US$1.025
billion (including US$315 million of exports and US$710
million of imports), up 4% from the previous month.

Quang Ninh Customs Department cumulatively
processed 61,459 import and export declarations for
US$13.102 million in the year to October 25, down 15% in
declarations and up 28% in value year on year.

It collected VND1,244 billion for the State Budget in
October 2022, up 60% year on year.

Quang Ninh Customs Department collected
VND12,652 billion of tax in the year to October 26, up 60%
over 2021, equal to 126% of the target assigned by the
Ministry of Finance, 119% of the target assigned by the
Provincial People's Committee and 96% of the target
assigned by the General Department of Customs
(VND13,200 billion).

Quang Ninh Customs will continue to execute
solutions to reform administrative procedures, improve
service quality, and extend working hours for handling
procedures, and facilitate import and export 
operations to "retain" businesses during the slow 
season of the year.

Furthermore, to improve the effectiveness of State
administration and prevent budgetary loss, Quang Ninh
Customs will focus on collecting and analyzing
information, identifying signs of risks to take measures of
inspection, supervision and control; performing post-
customs clearance inspection, specialized inspection and
fighting smuggling and commercial fraud.

Customs Authorities Conduct 2,400
Post-clearance Audits, Tax
Assessments

That was the result made by the customs sector since
2021 and worked as a basis for the Ministry of Finance to
assess and rank the Public Administration Reform Index
(PAR Index) 2021, which was recently announced by the
Ministry of Finance.

Over the past time, public administration reform has
always been considered a central and cross-cutting task
that is seriously implemented by the General Department
of Vietnam Customs in a consistent and comprehensive
manner in all professional fields. The top ranking in the
PAR Index 2021 of the Ministry of Finance showed its
great efforts in public administration reform in a bid to
create an enabling business environment for enterprises.

While building institutions, providing favorable
conditions for enterprises, effectively applying the
information technology system and coordinating
specialized inspection, customs authorities also promptly
responded to customs law violations, especially during the
COVID-19 pandemic outbreak.

In order to create a fair and healthy business

environment, the General Department has adopted
measures to control and combat smuggling, trade
fraudulence and counterfeiting at land border gates,
seaports, river ports, international civil airports and other
locations within customs control areas.

In addition, customs authorities have well performed
customs clearance and release of goods. Particularly, they
have focused on strictly controlling areas prone to law
violations; promptly detected and prevented acts of
illegally transporting medical masks, medical supplies,
weapons and ammunition across the border; and actively
coordinated with relevant forces to strengthen patrols and
strictly control border areas.

Customs authorities have strictly handled violations,
improved State administration, and raised awareness and
responsibility of public employees for their official duties
and service and recommended amending and
supplementing inadequate policies and procedures.

The deployment of consistent solutions has brought
positive results in this work. Accordingly, from the
beginning of 2021, the customs sector has worked with
relevant forces to unearth and capture about 23,000
violations, with the value of violated goods of VND6,700
billion, exercised administrative sanctions on 20,000
cases, imposed a total fine of VND500 billion; prosecuted
28 cases and proposed to prosecute 230 cases. The sector
also performed 235 inspections, recommended collecting
VND320 billion of dodged tax and paid VND280 billion
to the State Budget.

In particular, the customs sector has carried out 2,400
post-clearance inspections and imposed taxes and
administrative fines of VND1,000 billion.

Customs Sector Collects VND360
Trillion for State Budget

Export and import duties grossed VND32,490 billion
in October, totaling VND362,413 billion in the first 10
months of the year, equal to 103% of the full-year
estimate and 86.3% of the target and up 14.6% over the
same period of 2021, said the General Department of
Vietnam Customs on November 3

The October export and import value was estimated
at US$58.27 billion. Of the sum, exports were estimated
at US$30.27 billion, up 1.5% (US$452 million) and
imports were worth US$28 billion, down 1.3% (US$382
million).

The export and import value was forecast at US$
616.24 billion in the first 10 months, up 14.1% year on
year or an increase of US$75.94 billion over the same
period in 2021. Of the sum, exports were estimated at
US$312.82 billion, up 15.9% or an increase of US$42.98
billion; and imports were worth US$ 303.42 billion, up
12.2% or a growth of US$32.95 billion.

As a result, Vietnam had a trade surplus of US$2.27
billion in October and US$9.4 billion in the 10-month
reporting period.

Hien Phuc



A
ccording to the Foreign
Investment Agency
(Ministry of Planning
and Investment),
newly registered

investment capital in October
continued to decrease but
improved against the previous
month with 1,570 projects
granted investment registration
certificates (up 14.2% over the
same period).

The disbursed capital of
foreign-invested projects is
estimated at US$17.45 billion, up
15.2% over the same period of
2021.

Mr. Do Nhat Hoang, Director of
the Foreign Investment Agency, quoted
two reasons for the decrease in newly
registered capital.

Firstly, policies to control the COVID-19 pandemic
have made it difficult for foreign investors to move to
Vietnam to explore investment opportunities as well as carry
out investment project registration procedures in the last
months of 2021, thereby affecting the number of newly
granted investment projects in the first months of 2022.

Secondly, the global market is facing many fluctuations
due to the influence of the geo-political conflict in Europe,
high inflation pressure, and supply chain disruption, thus
negatively affecting the FDI flows abroad of major economies,
especially investment partners of Vietnam.

An important highlight of FDI inflows in the past 10
months is the very positive increase in capital, affirming the
strong confidence of foreign investors in Vietnam's business

and investment environment. The growth
rate in the number of projects with

capital adjustment continued to
increase, reaching a higher level than

in the first nine months of the year.
In the first 10 months of 2022,

the number of projects with
capital adjustment increased by
14.2%. The average scale of
capital adjustment reached
more than US$9.9 million.

The Foreign Investment
Agency also said that foreign
investors have invested in 18 out

of a total of the country’s 21
sectors. The processing and

manufacturing industry continued
to lead with a total investment capital

of more than US$12.9 billion
accounting for 57.5% of total registered

investment capital, followed by real estate
business, and the power generation, distribution,

and professional science and technology activities.
Foreign investors invested in 54 provinces and cities

across the country in the first 10 months of 2022. Ho Chi
Minh City led the way with a total registered investment
capital of more than US$3.42 billion, accounting for 15.2% of
total registered investment capital and increased by 25.3%
over the same period in 2021. Binh Duong and Quang Ninh
came second and third respectively.

As of October 20, 2022, the whole country has 35,895
valid projects with a total registered capital of over US$435.2
billion. The total disbursed capital of foreign investment
projects is estimated at more than US$269 billion, equaling
61.9% of the total valid registered investment capital. n
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Disbursed FDI up 15.2% in Jan-Oct Period 
BUSINESS

Vietnam
disbursed US$17.45

billion of foreign direct
investment (FDI) in the first 10
months of 2022, a year-on-year

increase of 15.2%. The total newly-
registered capital, adjusted capital,

and capital contribution and
share purchase reached

US$22.46 billion.

GIANG TU
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A
t COP26, Vietnam is committed to
achieving net-zero emissions by 2050. To
realize this commitment, the country has
implemented many policies to review and
adjust relevant strategies, schemes and

plans in line with the objectives. However, especially for
real estate, the number of green buildings is still modest.

Real estate plays an important role in achieving this
commitment. The research by Savills Impacts in 2022
shows that real estate is responsible for 40% of global
carbon emissions. However, according to recent statistics
of Savills Impacts, only about 22% of office buildings in
the world have achieved international green certifications
such as Leed, Breeam, or Well.

Mr. Mark Ridley, CEO of Savills Global, said, “For the
office market, business tenants are now prioritizing
buildings with high sustainability ratings with the desire
to achieve their zero emissions targets. Green standards,
therefore, become an increasingly necessary requirement,
especially for real estate projects.”

In Vietnam, the report by the Ministry of
Construction shows that the number of green buildings in

Vietnam is currently just 233 with a total area of about 6
million m2 of construction floor - a very modest number
compared to the number of construction projects put into
operation in the past decade. Meanwhile, the average
growth rate of the construction industry is about 9%/year;
the urbanization rate by the end of 2021 reached about
40.5%, leading to increased pressure on energy demand
used in construction, even affecting the feasibility of the
net-zero emissions target.

However, the good news is that now investors have
started to take more proactive actions in developing green
projects. According to Ms. Hoang Nguyet Minh, Senior
Director of the Commercial Leasing Division at Savills
Hanoi, in the Hanoi market alone, from now until 2024,
about six more office projects will receive green
certificates. The use of improved, environmentally
friendly materials and energy-saving construction are
considered to be in line with the world's trend.

Regarding the welcome level of the Vietnamese market
for green projects, Mr. Mark Ridley assessed, “Currently,
some of the best office buildings in Hanoi and Ho Chi
Minh City that meet the green criteria are rated at higher
ranks than those that don’t. Furthermore, tenants are
international businesses operating in Vietnam, and even
listed Vietnamese companies need to comply with certain
regulations on meeting ESG and net emissions targets,
such as the need to have an annual ESG report. As a
result, the demand for office properties will be directed
toward buildings that can assist them in meeting their
environmental requirements. Choosing a building that
does not have energy-optimization and carbon-reducing
features will become even more costly as the corporation's
CO2 surcharge will be higher.”

In addition, the application of proptech, smart
building management systems, or renewable energy
devices in newly built buildings and buildings that have
been put into operation while improving green criteria,
and optimizing monthly operating costs will increase
savings for investors and users.

Aiming at the goal of realizing Vietnam's commitments
at COP26 and continuing to maintain its development
attraction, greening construction works and operations is
an urgent requirement. In particular, the driving force not
only comes from the legalization of green building
standards but also from the perception of investors and
customers for the use of modern technology to optimize
energy efficiency throughout the life of the project.

From the perspective of attracting sustainable
investment, Savills experts highly appreciate the
investment in infrastructure development, because "the
infrastructure and transmission of renewable energy to
where it is needed such as urban areas or industrial parks
are still problems. Addressing these two issues will
support further investments in sustainable development
activities.”n

GREEN STANDARDS 

Increasingly Necessary for Real Estate Projects

Facing the mainstream trend of global real
estate focusing on green and sustainable
factors, Vietnam is supposed to be more
active in developing green buildings so as
to reduce carbon emissions. 

HUONG LY

Business tenants are now prioritizing buildings 

with high sustainability ratings



Potential for logistics development in Laos
With railways and high-speed roads linked to other

countries in the region, Laos has huge potential to become a
trading center of Mekong subregion countries in the coming
time. Laos is the second largest recipient of Vietnam's overseas

investment allocated in a total of 78
countries and territories, with 209
projects and US$5.1 billion of
registered investment capital. In
Laos, Vietnamese companies have
the opportunity to boost their
exports such as iron and steel,
means of transport and parts,
machinery, equipment and tools,
fertilizers, and animal feeds. In
addition, many Chinese-invested
projects in Laos are conveniently
connected with Vietnam, especially
through Ha Tinh province. Typical
projects include China's East Steel
factory expansion project, a
manufacturing facility of Kali
Donlinks International Investment
in Khammouane province, and a
Sekong wind power project
invested by Sun Paper Group in
Savannakhet province.

Ha Tinh province proactively spurs logistics
development 

With a "golden" position on the corridor of international
maritime routes directly connected to Laos, Ha Tinh is an
import and export gateway of the Northern Central Region of
Vietnam and the Northeastern region of Thailand, a logistics
center and a promising investment destination in the central
region. In recent years, the province has also focused
investment on developing a fairly continuous and smooth
transport infrastructure, from road and air to sea, notably Bai
Vot - Vung Ang Highway, railways and roads linked to Laos.
Besides, in order to receive goods from Vung Ang Seaport to
Laos and Thailand, Ha Tinh is drawing investment capital for
the construction of an ICD inland clearance depot, covering 5-
10 ha and being capable of serving 13,500 - 27,000 TEUs a
year, at Cau Treo International Border Gate.

Promoting regional connectivity, East-West
logistics corridor development

With a long-term vision and a pioneering mission, TCSG
has built strategic solutions to the comprehensive
development of Vietnam-Laos logistics services through Vung
Ang Economic Zone, Ha Tinh province. 

TCSG launched the Hai Phong-Vung Ang-Ho Chi Minh
City inland shipping route with 2-4 trips per month and each
vessel is carrying 700 TEUs a trip. The firm also works with
the General Department of Vietnam Customs to enable
transited goods from Laos and Thailand to be transported on
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Advancing Regional Connectivity, 
East-West Logistics Corridor Development

ENTERPRISE

Saigon Newport Corporation (TCSG)
recently hosted a workshop on improving
regional connectivity, and East-West
logistics corridor development in
Vientiane, Laos. The event aimed to
depict a panoramic picture of Vietnam-
Laos logistics market connection and
development, as well as in the Northeast
region of Thailand, to help TCSG,
Vietnamese and Lao companies to
develop and expand markets, and seek
cooperation opportunities with potential
partners, and develop effective domestic
and international export solutions.

BICH HANH

Mr. Bui Van Quy, Deputy General Director 

of Saigon Newport Corporation, delivers a speech at the workshop 



inland waterways from uploading ports in other areas like
Hai Phong, Ho Chi Minh City, Cai Mep and Da Nang to
Vung Ang Port and then transported by road to border gates
of destination. In addition, TCSG continues to develop roads
on the East-West Economic Corridor and the Attapeu - Bo Y
- Ho Chi Minh City Corridor.

At the workshop, Deputy Director of the Lao Trade
Promotion Department Somvixay Vongthirath highlighted
the importance of logistics services in promoting trade,
import, export and services of Laos. Despite being a
landlocked country, Laos has received support from Vietnam
in maritime transport. In the coming time, in addition to
special bilateral trade cooperation ties, Laos will continue to
strengthen border trade cooperation and logistics
connectivity with Vietnam. 

Lieutenant Colonel Bui Van Quy, Deputy General
Director of Saigon Newport Corporation, expressed his hope
that through the conference, logistics firms of Laos will
recognize the great potential of the regional market and their
advantages to expand operations to neighboring countries,
affirming the role Laos plays in the common development of
the ASEAN Community.

A representative of the Laos International Logistics
Association also highlighted practical difficulties faced by
logistics firms in Laos and also affirmed that they will
develop strategic cooperation with logistics companies and
associations in countries in the region, especially Vietnam. At
the seminar, logistics companies placed emphasis on the
investment and development of Thanaleng Inland Port in
Vientiane, Laos- Kunming (China) railway and a railway
linked to Vung Ang Economic Zone, Ha Tinh province. This
development will help businesses in the region to optimize
logistics costs. Commodities in areas linked to TCSG ports
across the country form the East-West Logistics Corridor to
develop regional and international trade. n
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At the end of the workshop, TCSG
signed a memorandum of
understanding with the Laos
International Logistics Association
and the Vietnam Business
Association in Laos to jointly call for
investment funds for infrastructure,
roads, railways and waterways
between Laos and Vietnam, and more
broadly, for neighboring countries
such as Thailand, China and
Cambodia to form a seamless and
convenient transportation network.
Besides, 11 other MOUs were also
inked by companies and associations
of Vietnam, Laos and Thailand, such
as Lao National Young Business
Association and Global Tech Co., Ltd.

TCSG signs a cooperation deal with the Laos International Logistics Association and the Vietnam Business Association in Laos



M
r. Nguyen Van Thien, Chairman of the
Board of Directors of BIWASE, requested
investors to raise as many tough questions
as possible for BIWASE's management
board. Recently, some investors have sold

off BWE shares, while the potential and growth prospect of
Binh Duong water industry is very large. 

Answering investors' questions about the growth
prospects in the BIWASE ecosystem including many
businesses under Thu Dau Mot Water Joint Stock Company
(TDM), Gia Tan Water Supply Joint Stock Company (Dong

Nai). Chairman Nguyen Van Thien
respectively informed that water supply
and drainage, and the environment
required large investment capital while
the time to exploit and generate profits
was slow compared to other trade and
service industries. The potential and
prospects of the water and environment
sectors are always parallel with the
investment attraction capacity and the
GRDP growth index of the province and
the region. Binh Duong is the second
biggest province in the country in terms
of attracting foreign investment with
many billion-dollar projects such as VSIP
II and III Industrial Parks, LeGo Group,
urban areas, and industrial zones.

BIWASE is a leading enterprise in
Vietnam's water supply industry, with the
main pipeline system (D600 - D1,6000)
with a length of up to 60 km. Similarly,
Gia Tan water plant (Dong Nai) has
developed a water supply system for the
most remote localities in Dong Nai
province that have never had clean water

before. Gia Tan water supply capacity has increased by 100%
over the same period and will continue to increase strongly
when Long Thanh Airport and industrial parks in Dong Nai
province come into operation.

BIWASE is the first enterprise in Vietnam with which
DEG - Investment Fund of the German Development Bank
KFW signed to finance the improvement of water quality.
This is a bright spot that proves BIWASE's position in the
industry and also creates an opportunity to strengthen the
cooperation relationship with the leading global banks
specializing in financial investment in the fields of
infrastructure, agriculture and environment.

In 2022, BIWASE negotiated, and successfully made many
merger and acquisition deals such as those with Can Tho
Water Supply Joint Stock Company - the largest urban area in
the Mekong Delta; and the water supply plant in Minh Hung
Industrial Park - South Korea (Binh Phuoc). 

Regarding the business results in the first nine months
of 2022, BIWASE achieved a revenue of VND2,828 billion,
reaching 73% of the year plan; the profit after tax was
VND523 billion, reaching 70% of the plan. The waste
treatment reached 2,750 tons/day, up 28% over the same
period. The wastewater collection and treatment achieved
a revenue of VND180 billion, up 17% over the same
period. The rate of drainage was 5%, down 0.4% from the
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For Sustainable Water   

ENTERPRISE

Viet Capital Securities Joint Stock
Company (VietCapital) and Binh Duong
Water-Environment Joint Stock Company
(BIWASE - BWE) recently had a meeting
both physically and virtually with investors
and introduced Binh Duong water industry
prospects for the period of 2023 - 2025.  

VAN LUONG

Mr. Nguyen Van Thien, Chairman of the Board of Directors of BIWASE, makes a

presentation at the meeting with investorsthe event



same period. In terms of the direction for 2023, BIWASE
will promote investment in pipeline distribution and
customer development. The fields of garbage and
wastewater collection and treatment have increased
because people and businesses see the benefits and
responsibilities of protecting the environment and
improving public health.

In 2022, when the price of chemical fertilizers increased,
farmers switched to using organic fertilizers, including Con
Voi Binh Duong organic fertilizer, a product of BIWASE.
Showing the long-term goal and accompanying farmers in
safe production for the aim of sustainable development,
BIWASE did not raise prices although the products were
consumed right after production.

In 2023, BIWASE sets various targets including the total
revenue of VND4,000 billion; the profit before tax of
VND840 billion; the profit after tax of VND760 billion. It
also outlines the production and business direction in 2023
that it will continue to accelerate the expansion of the water

supply network in Bau Bang, Chon Thanh - Binh Phuoc. It
will focus on building mechanisms and policies to attract
and encourage a high-quality labor force and long-term
attachment to the company.

The good news shared by Chairman Nguyen Van Thien
was that the World Bank (WB) and Binh Duong People's
Committee had signed an agreement to finance US$350
million to build a new wastewater collection and treatment
plant along with upgrading and expanding the three existing
plants. The above project is expected to contribute to
increasing revenue and development potential in the
BIWASE ecosystem.

Answering questions from investors about the HR vision
and strategy, Mr. Tran Chien Cong, General Director of
BIWASE, said: Two important factors of BIWASE were
professional personnel along with potential, development
opportunities and stable financial capacity, ensuring long-
term and sustainable benefits for investors. "The dividend next
year is always higher than the previous year."n
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Delegates at the event



I
n conjunction with the
petrochemical trough, the
industry has hit its lowest
point in the cycle in 20 years.
SCGC was impacted by the

high cost of raw materials and
excessive capacity addition
causing oversupply. The
cement and building materials
business also faced
skyrocketing energy costs.
Nevertheless, SCGP is
performing well despite energy
fluctuations. Overall, SCG has a
solid financial position due to its
rigorous liquidity management
and targeted investments in high-
potential and sustainable businesses.
SCG proactively entered into three new
businesses: Renewable energy; ASEAN
logistic, and smart living. The strategy seeks to
improve quality of life and provide customers and society
with convenience, affordability, safety, and environmental
responsibility.

Mr. Roongrote Rangsiyopash, President and CEO of SCG,
disclosed, “SCG's Q3/2022 operating results were significantly
impacted by the energy prices that reached 10-year highs.
This was the consequence of the Russia-Ukraine conflict,

which has resulted in a significant increase in
SCG's energy costs on top of the deepest

petrochemical trough in 20 years. A
global economic slowdown is

expected as global interest rates
rise. This will be exacerbated by
China's economic downturn as a
result of its Zero-COVID
Policy”.

SCG is well-equipped to
handle this recurring crisis
while maintaining solid
financial stability. It has scaled
back costs and expenses,

reassessed investments, and
deferred new non-urgent projects.

It has focused on leveraging
projects with quick returns that are

consistent with business expansion
strategies, such as the LSP petrochemical

project in Vietnam, whose construction
progressed on plan and reached 97% completion.

To further strengthen its financial position, debentures
totaling VND21.88 billion were also issued in Q3/2022.

Furthermore, the company has accelerated the
development of innovations to meet the needs of customers
promptly by entering into three new businesses with high
potential and addressing the needs of global megatrends.

Regarding renewable energy, SCG seeks to lower costs and
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SCG Well-Equipped to Handle Setbacks
while Maintaining Solid Financial Stability 

ENTERPRISE

SCG recently
announced its third

quarter (Q3) operating
results, reflecting a drop in

sales and profits due to soaring
and volatile global energy prices.
However, SCG is well-equipped

to handle this recurring crisis
while maintaining solid

financial stability.

VAN LUONG



speed up renewable energy development with satisfactory
outcomes by employing biomass from agricultural
byproducts and municipal solid waste (refuse-derived fuel or
RDF) in place of fossil fuels. In Q3/2022, the cement
operations in Thailand used renewable fuel for 40% of the
total fuel used. Consequently, in nine months of 2022, the
proportion of renewable fuel use climbed from 18% to 34% y-
o-y and solar energy accounted for 195 megawatts. SCG also
expanded into the solar energy business for residential and
industrial estate sectors, namely SCG Solar Roof Solutions,
and SCG Cleanergy Company Limited, with an output
capacity of 29 megawatts. Electricity can be traded via a smart
grid platform with leading customers both in the public and
private sectors. 

SCGC has recently entered into a joint venture agreement
with Denka Company Limited, Japan, to produce acetylene
black, material primarily used as a component in producing
lithium-ion rechargeable batteries for electric vehicles (EVs)
and used in applications for high-voltage transmission cables
to generate electricity from offshore wind power.

With respect to ASEAN logistics, the company merged its
logistics business and became ASEAN’s top integrated
logistics and supply chain business, offering a wide range of
services such as warehousing, cold storage systems, cargo
services by land, sea, and air, docking services, import and
export services, covering customers’ needs from end to end.

In regard to smart living, the business enhances the
quality of life and provides customers and society with
convenience, affordability, safety, and environmental
responsibility. 

In addition, SCGC continued to expand its production
capacity of high-quality post-consumer recycled resin SCGC
GREEN POLYMER at Sirplaste, Portugal, after acquiring a 70%
stake, to supply the markets in Europe and Africa.
Concurrently, SCGP expanded its investment in the high-
quality medical supply market (Deltalab, S.L.) in Spain to export
to global markets. It also expanded its packaging materials
recycling business, which is in high demand and is aligned with
environmentally responsible trends, such as acquisitions of
Peute Recycling B.V. (Peute) in the Netherlands, and Jordan
Trading Inc. (Jordan) in the United States.

SCG's unreviewed operating results for Q3/2022
registered revenue from sales of VND91.75 trillion (US$3.9
billion), a drop of 7% q-o-q, due to lower chemical’s product
prices driven by softer petrochemical’s demand due to the
trough of chemicals business. Profit for the period was at
VND1.58 trillion (US$67 million), a decrease of 75% q-o-q
largely attributable to lower chemical’s spreads, higher energy
costs, together with lower seasonal dividends. However, on a
y-o-y basis, revenue from sales has climbed by 8%, mostly due
to higher product prices in line with the market of cement
and building materials business and SCGP. However, profit
for the period declined by 64% y-o-y due to lower chemical’s
spreads and lower equity income.

In nine months of 2022, SCG registered revenue from sales
of VND298.61 trillion (US$12.92 billion), a rise of 15% y-o-y.
This is owing to higher sales across all businesses mainly from
higher product prices in line with the market. Profit for the
period totaled VND14.17 trillion (US$613 million), down 45%
y-o-y, as a result of higher feedstock and energy costs as well
as lower equity income in the chemical business. 

SCG has modified its HVA products and services strategy
by tightening the criteria to increase product competitiveness
in the global market. The efforts are to keep up-to-speed in
launching products in response to the rapid change in
customer’s needs and to increase profitability. Under the new
criteria, SCG's sales of HVA products and services in 9
months of 2022 amounted to VND102.04 trillion (US$4.42
billion), and accounted for 34% of total revenue from sales.
Furthermore, the proportion of new product development
(NPD) and service solutions accounted for 17% and 6% of
total revenue from sales, respectively.

In addition, SCG's revenue from operations outside of
Thailand, including export sales from Thailand in nine
months of 2022 registered VND135.57 trillion (US$5.87
billion), or 45% of total revenue from sales, equivalent to the
same period last year.

For SCG’s operation in ASEAN (ex-Thailand), the
revenue from sales in Q3/2022 recorded a 12% increase y-o-y,
amounting to VND26.07 trillion (US$1.11 billion), and 28%
of SCG’s total revenue from sales. This includes sales from
both local operations in each ASEAN market and imports
from the Thai operations.

As of 30 September 2022, the total assets of SCG
amounted to VND584.5 trillion (US$24.53 billion), while the
total assets of SCG in ASEAN (ex-Thailand) were VND269.45
trillion (US$11.31 billion), 46% of SCG’s total consolidated
assets.

The company reported Q3/2022 revenue from sales at
VND9.96 trillion (US$424 million), up 18% y-o-y mainly
from export sales from Thailand to Vietnam.

In parallel with ESG principles, SCG continues
sponsorships in Ba Ria-Vung Tau with VND1 billion
provided to the Association for Promoting Education,
assisting underprivileged children’s education. Also, the
company supported meaningful back-to-school activities for
the province’s School for Disabled Children, as a long-term
commitment to the local community.

To support young generations on environmental
conservation, SCGP Packaging Design Contest - Speak Out
Challenge was carried out to give an opportunity for
members of Gen Z to showcase creative packaging design
abilities and play a part to make a difference in the world and
environment. The contest champions the mission to promote
the growth of the packaging design industry and redefines a
better normal for future generations. Moreover, SCG further
engaged with the participants of the previously held Hacks To
Heal Our Planet contest by awarding top outstanding ideas.

Mr. Roongrote said, "This crisis is incredibly challenging,
but we are confident that SCG will overcome it and emerge
stronger than ever thanks to our strategies, which include
making timely adjustments to business plans, reducing costs,
delaying non-urgent investment projects, and adjusting
production plans to meet market demands. Meanwhile, we
also invest more in new businesses with high potential (New
S-Curve). For SCGP, its investment portfolio companies
continue to expand healthily.

SCG's financial position and cash flow remain robust due
to less investment burden as the LSP project is now 97%
completed. Through constant communication with
employees, suppliers, partners and customers, we have
excellent collaboration to get through this crisis."n
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

Promoting Agriculture Cooperation
between Polish and Vietnamese Enterprises

A
t the press conference to introduce the program,
Polish Ambassador Wojciech Gerwel said that
Vietnam and Poland had great potential for
cooperation. 

“One of the important foundations in the relationship
between the two countries is that the number of international
students and Vietnamese in Poland is quite large. They are the
bridge for investment and business cooperation,” confirmed
the Polish Ambassador.

In particular, Vietnam is a fast-growing economy in
Southeast Asia, and Poland is also the fastest-growing
economy in Europe. The two countries' trade turnover in the
past year has reached the threshold of US$5 billion, most of
which is the export of products from Poland to Vietnam. In
particular, cooperation in agricultural products and food has a
lot of potential. Vietnam and Poland are both countries with
strengths in the agricultural sector. The Polish side currently
has a great demand for products belonging to Vietnam's

export strengths such as rice, shrimp, mango, litchi, and
cashew nuts. Poland can provide Vietnam with many food
items and clean processing such as fresh and canned fruit,
products made from beef, pork, and poultry, especially
sausages of high quality, produced according to EU standards.

Polish Ambassador Wojciech Gerwel said that in Vietnam,
there is a tendency to pay attention to organic food. In this
case, Polish products can completely meet the requirements of
Vietnamese people.

"Our food products enrich the choices and meet the needs
of Vietnamese people. I also hope that in the near future,
Vietnamese agricultural products will also appear on the table
of the Polish people," said Polish Ambassador Wojciech
Gerwel.

According to Mr. Piotr Ziemann, Chairman of the Polish
Association of Processed Meat Producers, in the past 16 years,
Poland's export volume has increased 12 times, of which
Poland accounts for 83% of European beef exports, 60% of
poultry meat, 50% of pork and over 80% of agricultural
products. Polish products not only have a large export volume
but are also considered very safe.

In fact, all kinds of cows, pigs or chickens in the process of
raising are likely to encounter diseases such as blue ear disease,
and influenza, but Poland has used advanced and safe
breeding technology for these diseases. “We have received
requests from 63 provinces/cities in Vietnam asking Poland to
help fight livestock diseases during the breeding process. We
will coordinate with Vietnamese businesses to be able to
cooperate and transfer livestock processes and clean
processing technology in the near future,” said Mr. Piotr
Ziemann.

Chairman of the Promotion Center of the Polish Chamber
of Commerce and Industry Bozena Wroblewska said that on
this occasion, enterprises of the two countries in the field of
F&B had a trade exchange program. Eight suppliers from Ban
Lan and over 30 Vietnamese importers and distributors in this
field attended the event. This was a good opportunity for the
two sides to directly discuss issues of mutual concern in order
to find new business opportunities.n

“Tasteful Europe” is a program sponsored
by the European Union to promote
European agricultural products and Food
and Beverage (F&B) to the world. Within
the framework of this program, with the
support of the Embassy of Poland in
Vietnam and the Polish Trade and
Investment Department, the Promotion
Center of the Polish Chamber of
Commerce and Industry led a delegation
of Polish enterprises to visit the Vietnam
market in November 2022.

ANH MAI 

Delegates at the press conference on “Tasteful Europe” program



V
ietnam Social Security actively worked together with
the Ministry of Labor, War Invalids and Social
Affairs, other ministries and sectors to promptly
submit to the National Assembly, the Government
and the Prime Minister to issue policies supporting

employees and employers affected by the COVID-19 pandemic,
including Resolution 42/NQ-CP dated April 9, 2020 and
Resolution 154/NQ-CP dated October 19, 2020 of the Government
on measures to support people facing difficulties due to the
COVID-19 pandemic; Resolution 68/NQ-CP dated July 1, 2021 of
the Government on a number of policies to support employees and
employers facing difficulties due to the COVID-19 pandemic;
Resolution 03/2021/UBTVQH15 dated September 24, 2021 of the
National Assembly Standing Committee promulgating policies to
support employees and employers affected by the COVID-19
pandemic from unemployment insurance fund; Resolution
116/NQ-CP dated September 24, 2021 of the Government on
supporting employees and employers affected by the COVID-19

pandemic from unemployment insurance funds; and Resolution
24/2022/UBTVQH15 dated August 11, 2022 of the National
Assembly Standing Committee on continuing to support
employees according to Resolution 03/2021/UBTVQH15.

The implementation of these support packages in the context of
the complicated developments of the COVID-19 pandemic put
great pressure on the workload for Vietnam Social Security (from
preparing resources, building the process of deploying and
modifying professional software, to propaganda so that employees
and employers can grasp information and methods to approach
support packages in a proactive and timely manner).

Faced with the above difficulties and challenges, in order to
quickly and effectively implement the support packages, right
after the Resolutions were issued, General Director of Vietnam
Social Security Nguyen The Manh urgently requested fully
preparing all resources to effectively organize the support
packages according to the set plan. Accordingly, Vietnam
Social Security has focused on mobilizing all available
resources, promoting the advantages of the information
technology data system, and deploying packages to support
employees and employers. Vietnam Social Security also
supported employees and employers to access the policy in the
fastest and most complete way. 

As a result, by the end of September 2022, the Vietnamese
social insurance industry had spent over VND47.2 trillion to
support employees and employers affected by the COVID-19
pandemic, accounting for 54.3% of the Government's total
COVID-19 support packages. 

Accordingly, Vietnam's social insurance industry has paid
VND31,836 billion directly from the unemployment insurance
funds to over 13.3 million employees; spent VND15,428.2 billion on
suspending contributions to retirement and death insurance benefit
funds, reducing insurance premiums for occupational accidents and
diseases, unemployment insurance and supporting vocational
training for over 739,000 employers. This is a testament to the
initiative, efforts and determination of the whole Vietnam Social
Insurance industry in effectively implementing the Government's
COVID-19 support packages for employees and employers.

It can be affirmed that the promulgation of resolutions to
support employees and employers affected by the COVID-19
pandemic continues to affirm the proper attention, leadership
and direction of the Party, National Assembly and Government
in supporting employees and employers participating in social
insurance and unemployment insurance to overcome
difficulties caused by the pandemic. Thereby, it also affirms its
active role in advising and accompanying the Government and
ministries, branches and localities to promptly support
employees and employers affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.
It also clearly demonstrates the sense of responsibility and
efforts of the Vietnam social insurance industry to ensure the
interests of participants of social insurance and unemployment
insurance, contributing to stabilizing people's lives, and
fostering socio-economic development.n

VIETNAM SOCIAL SECURITY 

Resolutely Supporting Pandemic-Hit
Employees, Businesses

In the past time, in the face of the
COVID-19 pandemic, Vietnam Social
Security has always made efforts to
overcome difficulties to effectively
implement the assigned targets and
tasks; promptly implemented flexible
solutions to support employees and
employers, helped enterprises to recover
in the post-COVID period and ensured
the best benefits for participants of social
insurance, health insurance and
unemployment insurance.

The Vietnam Social Security adopted many solutions to support

employees during the COVID-19 pandemic
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Building Business Culture in  

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

Building a business culture is vital to the existence and sustainable
development of each business in the process of globalization and

international economic integration.

QUYNH CHI

Many businesses are making strong commitments to behave ethically and contribute to economic development while improving the quality

of life of the workforce and their families as well as that of the local community and society. In the photo: Companies with a remarkable

contribution to COVID-19 containment are honored at VCCI’s ceremony to celebrate Vietnam Entrepreneurs’ Day



Building a business culture is strengthening
business competitiveness

Dr. Le Thi Bich Thuy from Ho Chi Minh National
Academy of Politics said that business culture is the totality of
cultural values created and accumulated by business entities
(entrepreneurs) in running their business activities,
interacting with the business environment, contributing to the
creation of business identities and entrepreneurial culture.
Business culture is constituted by such factors as business
philosophy, business ethics, entrepreneurial culture, corporate
culture and behavioral culture in business activities.

Accelerating industrialization, modernization and
international integration have brought many opportunities
and posed many difficulties and challenges to the
economic and business development of Vietnam. Building
a business culture is important to enhance corporate
competitiveness and consumer decisions.

Currently, Vietnam has more than 850,000 businesses
and above 5.4 million business households. Vietnamese
entrepreneurs are growing rapidly in number and quality.
More entrepreneurs are holding higher education levels
and applying cutting-edge technology to production and
business activities. Many enterprises and entrepreneurs
have expressed their bravery, creativity and dynamism in
the market mechanism and advanced to compete in
regional and global markets.

Many companies have built a corporate culture based
on commitments to values and principles of sustainable
development and obtained sure success, for example, FPT
Corporation, Vinamilk Corporation, Viettel Group,
Vingroup and Vietnam Airlines. At these corporations,
social activities such as charity and environmental
protection are highly appreciated. Business commitments
and philosophies are seriously implemented. At the same
time, personal behavior in the workplace is built based on
given principles and a beautifully decorated corporate
image makes a strong impression and creates a comfortable
feeling for customers and partners. That expression has
made business identity and created brand success.

Humans are important to business culture 
According to Dr. Le Thi Bich Thuy, building a business

culture is both a goal and a big challenge for any business
and entrepreneur. In order to build a strong business culture
and business ethics in the true sense, "having progressive
cultural and ethical standards and good management and
business qualifications" is necessary to consistently and
flexibly perform solutions. 

“In order to successfully build a business culture, it is
essential to involve all members of the company. Therefore,
the company needs to further promote communications and
education and inspire employees to fully and deeply
understand the role and meaning of business culture
development in each activity to engage them in building and
developing corporate culture. Each enterprise needs to
diversify forms of communication and education such as
meetings, conferences and summaries to enhance the
knowledge of corporate culture for employees, especially new
recruits,” she added. 

Besides, enterprises should recruit employees fitting
their business culture, promote human capacity and
concretize business culture criteria into business
performance review criteria. When building a business
culture, they all want to maintain and promote their
strengths and outstanding values with their own
characteristics. Therefore, they need to build an open and
friendly working environment that allows people to
confidently share information and knowledge gained in
working practices, facilitate highly effective business
development, and address existing limitations related to
communication and behaviors among their employees.
They need to develop more specific and clearer regulations
on work and process for each job position and build an
image of open and friendly management to employees in
communications and behaviors.

Furthermore, businesses need to seriously implement
their pronounced commitments to partners and customers
regarding the quality of products and services provided and
keep credibility to customers and partners. At the same
time, they need to have a harmonious balance of corporate
interests and social benefits, actively exercise social
responsibility such as environmental protection,
community support, and aid to disadvantaged and
vulnerable people; and develop common standards on
business culture and implement the Vietnamese code of
business ethics across their companies. 

“Building a business culture is a process that requires the
ongoing effort of companies for implementation. Business
culture values are not fixed and can be changed to match
their evolving business realities and social changes.
Therefore, each enterprise needs to regularly press the
implementation of corporate culture, check and evaluate the
quality and effectiveness of corporate culture in business to
promptly figure out positive and appropriate cultural values
that need to be further promoted, while eliminating
inappropriate values and replacing them with new suitable
ones," Dr. Thuy affirmed.n
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H
umans always exist and develop with the
instinctive nature of "Greed without limits" (Book
titled Building “Socialist rule of law state of the
people, by the people and for the people” to Ho
Chi Minh thoughts, Su that (Truth) National

Political Publishing House, December 2021). Indeed, people are
always ambitious. After making a small success, they always strive
for a bigger one and beyond. If we look at people like Thomas
Edison or Jeff Bezos, they are relentlessly ambitious and work
extremely hard no matter whether they succeed or fail.

The market economic mechanism is operated by that
important motivation of human beings, which has promoted
and comprehensively liberated resources in society, including
human resources. This resource is in fact labor productivity of
a person, inherited and developed through education and
training as well as in the appropriate social environment.
Human capital is considered the most important asset of any
country that invests in people and is always an indispensable
part of national capacity development because it is both a
driving force and an ultimate goal of all economies.

Vietnam is the 3rd most populous country in Southeast Asia

after Indonesia and the Philippines, and the 15th most populous
in the world. Vietnam has a population of 100 million, with a high
literacy rate and basic enrollment rate (98%) and a high workforce
participation rate (70%), which are advantages in human
resources. The 13th National Party Congress reaffirmed that
people are the center of development and steadfastly developed
all-embracing Vietnamese people: “Seeing people as the center, the
actor and the most important resource and the goal of evolution;
taking cultural values and Vietnamese people as the foundation
and important endogenous strength to ensure sustainable
development.” Accordingly, the draft Vietnam Education Master
Strategy to 2030, with a vision to 2045, is building a modern
Vietnamese education, inherited with the nation's fine traditional
values, and integrated with human civilization to build a
prosperous and happy country that will reach the advanced level
of the region by 2030 and the advanced level of the world by 2045.

Strong international cooperation has opened up many
opportunities for Vietnam in improving the quality of human
resources according to the progressive standards of the world.
However, Vietnam still lacks high-quality human resources
and lacks initiative and creativity. It is particularly difficult for
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Resources Make
a Difference

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

Innovation and creativity are soft power,
an important development resource, and
the most differentiating property of
human beings from other animals that
exist on earth. This is also a great quality
that even the most perfect artificial
intelligence (AI) can never achieve.
Innovation and creativity expressed
through four industrial revolutions along
with the creation of the market
mechanism have brought about a life, a
society that is far more prosperous and
wiser than our ancestors in history, the
most important but also least understood
fact about the modern world.

Dr. DOAN DUY KHUONG

Vietnam is set to become a prosperous country that will

reach the advanced level of the region by 2030 and the

advanced level of the world by 2045



the country to attract and employ human resources when it
faces an inevitable trend of “brain drain” - the departure of
highly skilled and intelligent human resources due to
unsuitable training and working conditions, slow salary
reforms, and the absence of inspirational environment and
human resource development in policies on FDI project
cooperation, labor export and especially social welfare for the
disadvantaged, the elderly and the disabled in society.

In fact, in Vietnam and in the world as well, the quality of
human innovation and creativity can come from all
individuals, including vulnerable people in society. There are
people who have become billionaires while being social
beneficiaries like J.K. Rowling (author of Harry Potter series)
as long as they have an environment that ensures faith and
pride in a united and just society that warrants well-being,
freedom and openness to their own growth. 

The concept of a world that is constantly moving, evolving
and innovating is clearly expressed in Western philosophy as well
as in the I Ching Book (Book of Changes) of the East. In Vietnam
today, the policy on encouraging and promoting human
innovation and creativity is one of the most important decisions of
the Government in the digital age. As a result, the GII (Global

Innovation Index) Report 2021 of WIPO (World Intellectual
Property Organization) recognized Vietnam as a model among
the 50 economies with the most significant progress in the world.  

Promoting innovation and creativity toward a
developed country 

Building and perfecting a rule-of-law state according to Ho Chi
Minh thought

The Fourth Industrial Revolution and the market economy
development in Vietnam are now bringing many new
opportunities. So, in addition to well implementing the
Resolution of the 13th National Party Congress, the new strategy
and vision of the education sector, it is necessary to build and
perfect the rule-of-law state according to Ho Chi Minh thoughts,
because creating systems, processes and especially a civilized and
fair social environment for everyone and every organization is
one of the most important steps in the doi moi (renovation)
process. A just and lawful society will be an open, self-reliant
environment for creative and innovative copyrights because
innovation and creativity often result from equal freedom and a
source of prosperity. At that time, President Ho Chi Minh's
immortal philosophy "Nothing is more precious than
independence and freedom" is of great significance to national
defense and even maximizes human innovation resources in the
era of national construction and development. 

Building a culture that supports and promotes innovation and
creativity

A working culture of solidarity and equal cooperation helps
create favorable conditions in the course of forming an
innovation culture, which allows organizations to celebrate
successful innovations while learning from their failures. There
is also a need to change the perception that innovation and
creativity always involve expensive investments, complex
techniques or new technologies. In Japan, Kaizen - an
innovative and continuous improvement program to enhance
labor productivity - has a history of more than 50 years and is
widely applied in all businesses in many different fields. At
present, Kaizen is not limited to the manufacturing industry
but can also be applied to the service and retail business, even
to education and training programs as well as personal
development. To adopt Kaizen, we only need to apply common
and simple techniques such as the seven tools of quality control
(Histograms, Pareto charts, Cause and effect diagrams, Run
charts, Scatter diagrams, Flow charts, and Control charts)

Building an innovation culture is a time-consuming process
that requires patience and resources, especially in the face of
failure or even societal repulsion. So, if we want to thrive on
great innovation and creativity, we need to build a strong
supportive culture in this area.

Pursuing quality and sustainable development
To advance to a prosperous society, it is necessary to

quantify, mobilize, use effectively and above all, always
multiply all national capital, including human capital, without
exhausting them. Actively nurturing and well managing that
invaluable resource of the country through policy innovations
in education and training, fair cooperation (between regions
and social classes) and fair competition in the labor market will
ensure trust and social security, promote pride of creativity and
innovation among all classes of people. Finally, it makes a
difference in the quality of sustainable development and
economic prosperity of the country.n
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Efforts to Achieve Green 
and Private Sector-Led Growth

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

Asian Development Bank (ADB) recently launched a new country partnership
strategy (CPS) for Vietnam covering the period of 2023-2026. The strategy will
help promote inclusive, green, and private sector-led development in Vietnam
and build a foundation for the country to achieve its goal of becoming an
upper middle-income country by 2030. 

QUYNH ANH



A
ccording to ADB, despite significant
achievements, labor productivity and growth
efficiency have trended downward, raising
concerns about sustaining growth, while
pockets of poverty remain. The country

weathered the COVID-19 pandemic impact relatively well
and registered real gross domestic product
(GDP) growth of 2.9% in 2020. However, the
Delta variant waves in 2021 had severe
impacts on people’s lives, employment, and
income. The global economic fallout from the
Russia-Ukraine conflict now impedes
Vietnam’s fast economic recovery. Vietnam is
also highly vulnerable to the impacts of
climate change and natural hazards.
Notwithstanding these challenges, Vietnam’s
economic prospects remain highly promising
and positive in the CPS period of 2023-2026. 

According to Mr. Keiju Mitsuhashi, ADB
Deputy Country Director for Vietnam, the
period 2023-2026 will respond to the country's
rapidly evolving priorities in terms of post-
pandemic economic recovery and
socioeconomic development and response to
climate change. Therefore, CPS will focus on
fostering inclusive, green and private sector-
led growth while building the foundation to
achieve the goal of becoming an upper
middle-income country by 2030.

The strategy has two main pillars. The first
pillar focuses on supporting Vietnam’s
transition to a green economy. The second
pillar concentrates on harnessing the
country’s private sector and promoting social
equity. The strategy is supported by four
crosscutting priorities: gender equality,
governance, digital transformation, and
regional cooperation and integration.

ADB assessed that Vietnam’s far-reaching
changes in 2016-2020 and its aspirations for
2021-2030 have altered its development
financing needs and resulted in additional
policy reforms, including official development
assistance (ODA) regulatory reforms. The CPS
is, therefore, designed to reposition ADB to
respond effectively to Vietnam’s changing
context and emerging challenges by leveraging
the full suite of its finance and knowledge
instruments. ADB’s new operational approach
in Vietnam will rest on three underpinning

reorientations: Adopting a provincial approach while retaining
the national focus in response to the decentralized ODA
management; strengthening the role of the Vietnam Resident
Mission in line with ADB’s resident mission empowerment
agenda; and promoting greater synergies among sovereign
operations, non-sovereign operations, and knowledge work.

The proposed CPS will be selective with a clear
thematic focus. ADB’s sovereign lending will prioritize
investments that support the key thematic outcomes of the
CPS in the Results Framework. As a result, compared with

the previous CPS 2016-2020 which had covered seven
sectors, ADB sovereign operations will primarily focus on
five sectors (agriculture and rural development, water and
urban services, transport, health and social protection, and
education) during the new CPS period. Energy and finance
are two sectors with technical assistance and non-sovereign
support, but with uncertain ADB involvement through
sovereign lending. ADB will continue working with the
authorities on the Energy Transition Mechanism (ETM)
for which technical assistance, knowledge support and
non-sovereign support may be provided.

Mr. Keiju Mitsuhashi also said that ADB will support
Vietnam in transforming the economy (production and
consumption) toward more energy-efficient and greener
growth. Through policy and knowledge support, ADB will
assist Vietnam to review its policy framework to
operationalize the zero-carbon emissions commitment by
2050 and develop a national action plan for implementing
a circular economy. Non-sovereign financing will support
renewable energy; with non-sovereign and sovereign
financing supporting the application of energy-saving
technologies in power consumption, transmission, and
distribution, urban waste treatment, wastewater treatment,
and drainage. ADB will explore sovereign and non-
sovereign financing in the development of low-carbon
transport such as metro lines and electric vehicles.
Sovereign lending for sustainable tourism development
projects will promote green jobs that are environmentally
sustainable, resource-saving, and high value-added

Moreover, ADB will support State-owned enterprise
(SOE) reforms via combined non-sovereign loans and
targeted technical assistance support for SOE-led
infrastructure, which will include reform measures through
loan covenants. ADB will also address SOE reform via a
strategic partnership solidified through a memorandum of
understanding to support Vietnam National Oil and Gas
Group’s green energy transition strategy with knowledge
support, transaction advisory, and non-sovereign lending
as applicable; and the small and medium-sized enterprise
(SME) reform process through knowledge and policy
support for the Ministry of Planning and Investment in
piloting green production and business. ADB will also
provide technical assistance to help operationalize the new
Public-Private Partnership (PPP) Law by helping prepare
relevant decrees and circulars for the PPP Law; and
identifying champions and improving the capacity of
relevant ministries in PPP transactions among others. ADB
will support financial market development in Vietnam,
particularly the corporate bond market, by strengthening
credit rating agencies and exploring innovative modalities
for green finance. 

Reportedly, Vietnam, a group C developing member
country, is currently eligible for regular OCR lending. The
annual resources to be committed will depend on, among
others, Vietnam’s needs, project quality-at-entry, project
readiness, sector performance, and absorptive capacity.
Cost-sharing arrangements (in terms of shares) for
Vietnam will allow for maximum ADB financing of 65%
for loans and 70% for technical assistance and other grants,
on a portfolio-wide basis.n
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Vinh Phuc climbs 43 places in provincial
digital transformation

Going on the right track and working to make a
breakthrough, in 2021, Vinh Phuc province ranked 12th out
of 63 provinces and cities in digital transformation, 43
places higher than in 2020.

The Ministry of Information and Communications
announced the Digital Transformation Index Report (DTI
2021). Vinh Phuc province scored 0.4880 points to secure
the 12th position, driven by three pillars of digital
government, digital economy and digital society, which
stood in Top 10.

Among six key indicators, Vinh Phuc ranked 1st out of
63 provinces and cities in the Digital Institutional Index.
Digital Human Resources Index and Cyberinformation
Security Index ranked as high as 3 and 4, respectively.

From its rankings in 2021, Vinh Phuc province was well
aware of the importance of digital transformation. Its
regulatory documents clearly showed that the province

directed and led digital transformation in line with the
central government and with local digital transformation
goals. 

Plan 327/KH-UBND dated December 31, 2021 on
improving and enhancing Digital Transformation Index in
2021-2025 clearly defines that it is necessary to develop
regulations on coordination and implementation of e-
government such as collecting, creating, updating and
sharing data and utilizing information, data and databases
to ensure accessibility and usability for agencies,
organizations, businesses and people. 

The province developed policies to mobilize business
resources by renting and using services; applied instructive
documents for implementation and concretization of
information security contents by stipulating the
responsibility of ensuring information security for
organizations and individuals; and completed assessing and
ranking the Digital Transformation Index of sectors, units
and localities.

The locality reviewed, revised and supplemented digital
transformation contents into socio-economic development
plans of sectors and fields, especially the province’s
socioeconomic development planning in 2021-2025, with
an eye to 2030.

To strengthen the Party leadership at all levels, improve
administration, and enhance awareness about digital
transformation, on May 16, 2022, the Provincial Standing
Committee issued Directive 23-CT/TU on strengthening
Party leadership of digital transformation in Vinh Phuc
province. The directive is important to direct digital
transformation in the province. By 2025, Vinh Phuc
province expects to become a top 10 performer of digital
transformation in the country.

Top 10 digital transformation by 2025
In the coming time, to advance in the Digital

Transformation Index rankings, Vinh Phuc province finds
it necessary to make better mechanisms and policies and
advise the Provincial People's Council to adopt a resolution
on the accelerated application of practical public services of
Level 3 and Level 4 in 2021-2025, aiming to support people
and businesses to use online public services; and a
resolution on support for businesses in digital
transformation and e-commerce development. The
Provincial People’s Committee issued and updated the
Digital Transformation Index applied to local agencies;
updated and amended Plan 327/KH-UBND dated
December 31, 2021 on the improvement of Digital
Transformation Index in 2021-2025 to match criteria in
Decision 922/QD-BTTTT dated May 20, 2022 of the
Ministry of Information and Communications; revised and
added targets and tasks regarding digital transformation for
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Vinh Phuc Strives for Top 10 Position in
Digital Transformation by 2025

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

Vinh Phuc province will strive to secure a
top 20 position in digital transformation in
Vietnam in 2022 and top 10 by 2025 and
basically form a digital government, a
digital economy and a digital society which
are fast-growing and all-embracing.

HIEN NAM

Cooperation agreement on digital transformation signed by the

People's Committee of Vinh Phuc province and FPT Corporation



agency leaders as per Decision 488/QD-UBND dated March
14, 2022 of the Provincial People’s Committee.

Testing Vinh Phuc Intelligent Operations Center (IOC),
the provincial Department of Information and
Communications cooperated with Vietnam Posts and
Telecommunications Group and VNPT Vinh Phuc to
complete upgrading operating rooms, installing light
electrical equipment and screens to visually display
monitoring information, transmission lines for data
transmission and IT equipment in operating rooms.

The IOC system is technologically helping collect
information accurately and intuitively based on digital data
on health, education, traffic and tourism; supporting
provincial leaders and specialized agencies to make timely,
accurate, consistent and effective decisions to improve the
working quality of administrative agencies.

The iGate online public service one-stop software,
officially put into use on January 1, 2022, has linked 651
online public services of Level 3 and Level 4 to the National
Public Service Portal. As of May 27, 2022, it performed
3,812 online payment transactions valued more than
VND3.3 billion on the National Public Service Portal.
Document management software is deployed in 189
agencies and localities in the province.

In addition to sending and receiving electronic
documents between provincial, district and commune
agencies, the shared document management software can
also send and receive electronic documents on the National
Data Exchange with central agencies.

The province has piloted digital transformation in four
localities: Tho Tang town (Vinh Tuong district), Tam Dao
town (Tam Dao district), Huong Dao commune (Tam
Duong district) and Lang Cong commune (Song Lo
district).

All outgoing documents of the Provincial People's
Committee are signed electronically (except for confidential
documents). The province has seriously provided online
public services of Level 4 to people and businesses anytime,
anywhere to save time and cost and ensure transparent and
efficient operations of state agencies. Vinh Phuc has
provided and updated information as per Decree
43/2011/ND-CP dated June 13, 2011 of the Government on
information and online public services published on
websites or portals of state agencies.

In addition, Vinh Phuc province launched plans to
improve and enhance its Digital Transformation Index in
2021-2025 to speed up digital transformation to create a
foundation for building e-government and moving toward
the digital government, digital economy and digital society.
The province will strive to raise its DTI rankings to Top 20
in the country in 2022 and Top 10 in 2025 and basically
form a digital government, a digital economy and a digital
society which are fast-growing and all-embracing. The
province will continue to closely follow directions of the
Government and central agencies to promptly carry out
digital transformation and learn better models and
experiences in other localities which have effectively built e-
government.n
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R
ural tourism is regarded by many localities as a
"gold mine" in rural economic development and a
facilitator of accelerated new rural development.

Multi-value integration
Rural tourism is an advantage of Vietnam's tourism, not

only contributing to the creation of many unique tourism
products, but also helping create jobs for local people and
enabling economic development and social security. With
nearly 65.6% of the population in rural areas, plus plentiful
advantages of beautiful and peaceful landscapes, and
distinctive cultural and historical values, Vietnam has huge
potential and strengths to develop rural tourism.

Vietnam has 365 countryside tourist spots in 37 provinces
and cities and more than 2,000 traditional handicraft villages
with the potential for tourism development. In many localities,
rural tourism is a spearhead for economic development and a
magnet to tourists. Many rural tourism models are very
attractive to tourists, such as “Ripen rice season” in the East-
Northwest mountains, river tourism in the Mekong Delta, and
"Coffee flower watching” in the Central Highlands. Currently,
tourism models have made rural villages appealing to tourists.
Rural tourism has helped change the life of local people.

However, the scale of countryside attractions remains
small and attraction to tourists remains weak. Rural tourism
models are still seasonal, segmented, fragmented, or lack
multi-value integration. Rural tourism is not yet a major
development for many provinces and cities. Worse,
resources and marketing activities are limited.

To speed up the National Target Program on New Rural

Development, the Prime Minister approved the Program on
Rural Tourism Development in New Rural Development in
2021 - 2025. The program was expected to change the mindset
from agricultural production to rural economic development;
integrate multiple inclusive and sustainable values. It was,
therefore, hoped to support localities to effectively and
sustainably carry out new rural development criteria and make
new rural development deeper and more substantive. 

For policies to be really effective
The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development

deployed this program to many localities. This is one of the

Enhancing and Sustaining Rural
Tourism Development 
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

To promote the potential advantages of agriculture, cottage industries, countryside
culture and ecological environment to raise the material and spiritual life of farmers,

the Prime Minister approved the Rural Tourism Development Program in the
course of the New Rural Development in 2021 - 2025.

MINH NGOC
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important tasks and solutions for provinces and cities to
capitalize on their advantages, change their mindset and
create new development space for rural areas. By 2025,
destinations and rural tourism products will be developed
and standardized. Each province or city will strive to have
at least one recognized rural tourist spot associated with
local agriculture, culture, cottage industries, or ecological
environment; half of rural tourism service facilities will be
recognized to meet tourist service standards; and each
rural district with tourism development potential will
create at least one particular model of agricultural and
rural tourism linkage chain.

Mr. Tran Nhat Lam, Deputy Director of the Central
Coordination Office for New Rural Development, said: In
the coming time, the office will advise the Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Development and other ministries to
finalize documents guiding the implementation of
Decision 922 /QD-TTg of the Prime Minister. Accordingly,
central and local authorities will have to work out their
own specific plans for program implementation. The office
will also construct and complete criteria on agricultural
and rural tourism and support building some models for
performance evaluation before scaling it up.

While further perfecting mechanisms and policies,
communicating and raising awareness of rural tourism
potential is considered a very important task, the Central
Coordination Office for New Rural Development is
researching and developing training materials and training
courses on agricultural and rural tourism development in
the course of new rural development. We expect that
central and local agencies will join to open more in-depth
training courses to deliver insightful knowledge, skills and
qualifications in all aspects to improve capacity and meet
requirements for human resources for rural tourism
development. "That thinking and perception must be
insightful, because rural tourism is not about building a
house or tidying up a route,” he noted.n

Dak Lak Develops Distinctive
OCOP Products 

Dak Lak Provincial People's Committee
approved the OCOP Product Development
Project in 2021 - 2025, with an eye to 2030, to
have at least 200 certified OCOP products by
2025, 300 certified OCOP products by 2030 and
at least 150 OCOP producers.

After more than four years of
implementation, the One Commune One
Product (OCOP) Program in Dak Lak province
initially unlocked advantages to increase product
values by region. At the same time, the program
has created a driving force for rural economic
development and facilitated the preservation and
development of local traditional products. OCOP
products have quickly affirmed their position on
the market and helped farmers expand
production scale and increase product value,
hence stepping up economic restructuring,
improving people's income and living standards
and effectively realizing the “economic and
production” indicator of the national set of new
rural development standards.

With this OCOP program, many good models
and effective and creative ways of doing things
have been discovered to improve agricultural
product quality and value. In particular, 4-star
OCOP products are potentially upgraded to be
certified for 5-star class (national class) to enter
international markets, including coffee, cocoa
and macadamia. The identification of the right
strengths and characteristics is considered
"leverage" to successfully implement this
program.

Mr. Hoang Manh Cuong, Director of Kien
Cuong Company Limited (Tan Tien Ward,
Buon Ma Thuot City) that makes 4-star “Kien
Cuong weasel coffee”, said joining the OCOP
Program is an opportunity for businesses to
develop better products, perfect design and
quality, increase popularity and enhance
competitiveness in the market. The program
has created a strong impetus for many new
ideas and new products in all localities.

According to the Dak Lak Construction
Coordination Office for New Rural Development,
the province is currently focusing on bolstering
available strengths of key products such as coffee,
avocado, durian, cocoa and macadamia. Besides
certified OCOP products (mainly in the food
industry), Dak Lak is aiming to develop rural
tourism services, uphold the spiritual and
traditional cultural background of local ethnic
groups, and cherish festivals, valuable tangible
and intangible cultural products.

Minh Ngoc



“Breakthrough step” in rural
development

Digital transformation in
agriculture and in the new-style rural
building is a policy adopted by the
Government and the Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural
Development to implement this
national target program.
Speeding up digital
transformation in new rural
development is an optimal
solution and an inevitable trend
to effectively foster agricultural
and rural potential in the current
context. This can be considered a
"breakthrough step" to bring benefits to
many users such as producers,
consumers, quarantine agencies and
authorities. This is a creation of localities and the
agricultural and rural development sector to generate
magnetism and spread technological application to agricultural
production and new rural construction.

A representative of Lam Dong Department of Agriculture
and Rural Development said that digital transformation is a key
task to execute the National Target Program on New Rural
Development in the 2021-2025 period in Lam Dong province to
realize the goal of having ecological agriculture, modern rural
areas, civilized farmers and a national digital transformation
strategy. Therefore, the province needs to agree on solutions to
actively and flexibly coordinate three pillars of rural
development: Digital government, digital economy and digital
society for residential communities.

Accordingly, the smart new rural commune model handles
100% of administrative records on the province's information
system, is expected to handle at least 80% and hopefully 90% of
eligible administrative procedures to be provided and processed
online where users enter data only once; and ensures that 100%
of meetings and conferences at provincial, district and

commune levels can be conducted
online. The province will develop the
digital economy and introduce tourist
attractions and cultural features of
communes via internet applications
and social networks. Small and
medium-sized enterprises, individual
business households, cooperatives and
agricultural production households all
adopt electronic payments. OCOP
products are registered and sold on e-
commerce platforms such as Voso.vn,
Postmart.vn and other reputable
domestic and international e-

commerce platforms.
The province will also develop the

digital society with a 2-way interactive
eGov-Connect application,

electronic information websites,
emails, Facebook and Zalo
applications; install free Wifi
internet networks, and
surveillance cameras integrated
with the Lam Dong Intelligent
Operations Center (IOC).

An Giang province now has
89 out of 116 communes to reach

Criterion 8 on information and
communication of the national

criteria set of new rural communes,
equivalent to 76.72% of all communes.

Regarding digital infrastructure
development, the province currently has 129

commune cultural post offices in 116 communes,
including 113 post offices in operation. High-speed fiber

optic internet has reached 100% of communes, wards and towns
across the province. Broadband mobile internet covers 100% of
villages and hamlets to meet user demands. All administrative
agencies have local area networks (LANs), internet connectivity
and specialized data transmission networks of the Party and
government. The science and technology program for new rural
development in the province has deployed 664 production
support models associated with high-tech agricultural models,
funded by the central budget. This move has helped increase per
capita income in rural areas over the years.

More training on digital transformation
capabilities

Besides Lam Dong and An Giang provinces, some localities
are fostering digital transformation in new rural development.
According to a representative of Bac Giang Steering
Committee for National Target Programs, Bac Giang province
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DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION IN RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Significant Advance

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

The digital
transformation program

for new rural development,
aimed to build smart rural areas
in 2021-2025, was approved by

the Government in Decision
924/QD-TTg dated August 2, 2022.

Many localities have quickly
adopted the program to meet

this requirement.

DINH BAO



approved 52 groups of key and typical
agricultural products for commercial
production. Besides, the province has
180 OCOP products typically imbued
with local culture, customs and
strengths. These products have clear
origin and quality, and are highly
appreciated by consumers. This is a
great space for digital transformation
in the agricultural sector.

Accordingly, Bac Giang province
launched a plan to support farmers and
agricultural production cooperatives on
e-commerce platforms and foster digital
agriculture and rural development. The
province looked to form digital
agricultural production households
(with digital selling booths, digital
addresses, digital payment accounts,
digital traceability and digital labels on
e-commerce platforms); built database
software on e-commerce websites in
Bac Giang province; and organized
training on online business skills and
startup knowledge on e-commerce
platforms.

In order to effectively carry out the
Digital Transformation Program for
New Rural Development and look
towards a smart new countryside, Bac
Giang proposed that the Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Development
soon advise the Prime Minister to
approve the Digital Transformation
Project for Agriculture and Rural
Development to 2025, with a vision to
2030. The province will strengthen
training to improve digital
transformation capabilities for officials
at all levels and people.

According to Deputy Minister of
Agriculture and Rural Development
Tran Thanh Nam, digital
transformation in new rural
construction needs to be further
promoted to actively assist
agricultural production and
consumption and traceability of
agricultural, forest and aquatic
products and build e-government. In
addition, the Ministry of Agriculture
and Rural Development also
requested relevant bodies to accelerate
communications, raise awareness, and
change mindset about digital
transformation in rural development
for Party members, government
officials and residents; promoted
building digital government for rural
area construction; and fostered digital
economy in rural economic
development.n
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Yen Bai Strives for New Rural Development Goals
In 2021-2025, Yen Bai province will strive to have two more districts (Van Yen and

Yen Binh) to meet new rural development standards to bring the total certified districts
to five. Tran Yen district will fulfill advanced new rural development standards.

Many of the new rural development standards have been elevated, especially
multidimensional poverty and health criteria. Despite existing difficulties and
challenges, the entire political system of the province is focusing on many solutions to
complete new rural development goals in 2021 - 2025.

Accordingly, the Yen Bai Provincial People’s Committee launched a plan for
implementation of the “Yen Bai join forces to build new rural areas'' movement
in the 2021-2025 period, with a particular focus on scientific and technological
research and application, innovations, policies and solutions to successfully carry
out the new rural development program in each industry and locality. The
province will strongly restructure the rural economy by increasing the share of
non-agricultural sectors, developing agriculture and forestry along the value
chain and building sustainable countryside. By 2025, income per capita in rural
areas will be over VND50 million a year.

The province will continue to consolidate, improve the quality, expand the scale
and market for export-oriented OCOP products; reduce the poverty rate; and raise
the share of trained workers to over 70% by 2025.  The well-being index in 2025
will rise by 15% compared to 2020. Certified new rural communes and districts will
strive to maintain their status and achieve advanced standards as well.

The province will encourage enterprises to invest in agriculture and sign
production cooperation contracts with farmers and cooperatives, and couple
product processing and consumption to speed up the formation of concentrated
commodity production areas, develop rural production facilities, and accelerate
economic and labor restructuring in rural areas.

Dinh Bao

Promoting New Rural Development
Reputable people play an important role in new rural development because they

link governments at all levels with people. They are not only the "nucleus" of
gathering and uniting people but also directly contribute to the stability and
development of remote and isolated areas.

Van Chan district, Yen Bai province currently has elected 162 people as prestigious
actors in the community. They really have become the core force and the bridge for
authorities and people. They help reinforce the confidence of ethnic people in the Party
and the State, strengthen great national unity, promote and improve the quality of the
“All people unite to build a cultural life in residential areas” campaign, adopt an elegant
lifestyle at weddings, funerals, festivals, and get rid of backward customs.

To date, the district has nine communes certified to meet new rural development
standards, with one commune certified to reach advanced standards. This outcome
results from the significant contributions of reputable people in the residential
community. Being aware of this difficult task for communes, especially
mountainous ones, the Party and local authorities are resolved to engage the whole
political system to join hands to help people, especially promoting the role of
reputable people in the community.

Duong Phuong Lan, a reputable woman in Na Ke village, always actively persuades
people to donate land to build roads, beautify the landscape and environment,
restructure crops and raise incomes. “Realizing that villagers’ life is still hard and many
outdated customs have affected their daily life, my colleagues and I have persistently
mobilized people to gradually change their thinking and awareness. We are using many
forms of communications to convince them to follow given criteria, especially
environmental sanitation and poverty criteria,” she added.

Fostering their role and responsibility to the community, reputable people in Van
Chan have become the core force to inform and mobilize people in residential areas to
build great national unity and patriotism, preserve environmental sanitation and
eradicate outdated customs. Many reputable people have actively developed
socioeconomic conditions and created highly effective production models.

Bao Dan



T
he OCOP Program has generated a strong effect and
helped restructure the economy, improve incomes
and stabilize livelihoods for rural people. This move
has supported production-income-poverty criteria
in advanced and exemplary new rural development.

According to the report released by the Department of
Agriculture and Rural Development, Nam Dinh province had 39
4-star products; 212 3-star products; 4 products to be upgraded
from 3-star class to 4-star class. Lenger canned clam and Toan
Xuan organic rice are ready for 5-star standards. Among these,
food takes the lead with 231 products, while the rest include 13
beverage products, four handicraft products and three
countryside tourism products.

Mr. Nguyen Sinh Tien, Deputy Director of Nam Dinh
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development, said OCOP
products certified to be 3 or 4-star class have grown in quality
and variety of designs and packaging; met conditions and
regulations on stamps, labels and product traceability.
Producers and traders have actively participated in the OCOP
Program as they see its benefits. As a result, products registered
to join the OCOP Program have tended to increase. Economic
organizations that have taken part in the OCOP Program have
gradually been consolidated and developed. Many business

owners and cooperatives are young, qualified
and quick to operate with the market
mechanism. Thanks to the care and support of
all levels, sectors and localities, the OCOP
Program has widely spread its effects.

Giao Thuy district has two specialty dishes -
Nem Nam (sliced pork skin) and Sa Chau fish
sauce, which were recognized as the Top 100
specialty dishes of Vietnam by the Vietnam
Record Organization. The local authorities
defined the OCOP Program as an important
solution to accomplish the goal of building an
enhanced and exemplary new rural area and
proposed many basic and methodical solutions
for implementation.

Mr. Cao Thanh Nam, Standing Vice
Chairman of Giao Thuy People's Committee,
said, in addition to the annual plan, the
committee launched programs to encourage
OCOP product development in 2021 - 2025.

Accordingly, an OCOP product will be granted VND20 million
in reward for reaching 3-star class, VND30 million for a 4-star
class and VND50 million for a 5-star class. By 2025, the district
will strive to have at least 60 OCOP products or more of 3-star
class, more than 10 4-star products and one or two 5-star
products. The district will advocate developing products along
the closely linked value chain and making inroads into export
markets. The locality will encourage developing 1-2
community-based eco-tourism and countryside museum
tourism products. Each commune will have at least 2 OCOP
products of 3-star class or higher. The district will promote
information, communication, guidance and support for
localities to devise OCOP product development plans and
production development criteria according to the new rural
development criteria; step up trade promotion, publicity,
introduction and connection for product consumption; develop
new points of sale; and organize fairs for OCOP products. 

Mr. Tran Anh Dung, Standing Vice Chairman of Nam Dinh
Provincial People's Committee, said that the Party and
government of Nam Dinh province defined One Commune One
Product (OCOP) as one of the important programs to boost rural
economic development by utilizing internal resources and
increasing value and as a solution and task to execute the
National Target Program on New Rural Development. To make
marketable OCOP products, since 2019, the province has
supported and facilitated OCOP producers to attend various
trade fairs, investment promotion conferences and supply-
demand matching programs at central and local levels; organized
many conferences and seminars; opened training courses on
skills at trade fairs and exhibitions and packaging design skills,
and launched product roadshows. The province has more than
100 OCOP products available on e-commerce platforms such as
Posmart.vn, Voso.vn and social networks. “The province will
focus on reality; base on supply and demand, unlock local
advantages, potential and culture; and especially meet all criteria
and regulations on product quality,” he noted.n
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Nam Dinh Bolsters OCOP Program
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

After more than four years of
implementation, the One Commune, One
Product (OCOP) program in Nam Dinh
province has exerted a strong effect across
the country and become an optimal
solution for rural economic development.

NGOC DAN

A booth to introduce OCOP products of Nam Dinh province



Local specialty
Bac Kan is still famous for growing and processing vermicelli

made from arrowroot, especially in Con Minh commune, Na Ri
district, where there are more than 20 processors. On April 22, 2021,
the Bac Kan Provincial Party Committee issued a resolution on
agricultural and forestry development based on commercially
centralized and coordinated production along the value chain,
coupled with its new rural construction in 2021 - 2025. Bac Kan
built a stable material area for a self-contained vermicelli value
chain. Arrowroots are not grown for sale or starch processing. 

The opportunity for exporting vermicelli came to Bac Kan
following a trip to the Czech Republic, led by Vice Chairwoman of
the Provincial People's Committee Do Thi Minh Hoa, to survey and
study afforestation models based on European technologies and
understand the market for agricultural products. Through
exchanges and working meetings with the Embassy of Vietnam and
the Vietnamese Association in the Czech Republic, the delegation
learned about what the market needed and how the province could
meet its needs. Bac Kan Provincial People's Committee agreed to
choose Tai Hoan Cooperative in Con Minh commune, Na Ri
district, as a partner to export vermicelli to Europe. The province
spent a lot to support Tai Hoan Cooperative to complete its
processing plant. The province funded VND2 billion to the
cooperative to purchase machinery, equipment, drying houses and
other facilities. Its processing capacity increased from just 10 tons of
vermicelli a year to more than 300 tons. In particular, vermicelli of
Tai Hoan Cooperative was the only product of Bac Kan province to
be certified the 5-star OCOP certification.

Up to now, its vermicelli has passed the strictest standards and is

certified to meet European export standards by its partners.
Currently, its vermicelli processing capacity is 1-2 tons a day.

Ms. Nguyen Thi Hoan, Director of Tai Hoan Cooperative,
said it took more than three months to fulfill all vermicelli export
procedures and conditions, including the passing of rigorous
quality control. In August 2020, the cooperative exported the
first batch of 5.3 tons of vermicelli to the Czech Republic for
nearly US$15,000. In May 2021, it shipped another 10.5 tons of
vermicelli to the Czech Republic for more than US$29,000. In
the second quarter of 2022, Tai Hoan Cooperative exported
nearly 10 more tons of vermicelli to Europe.

Tai Hoan vermicelli is beautifully packaged with elegant
labels and complete information. The product is carefully tested
for food safety, with no additives and no preservatives.
Currently, Tai Hoan Cooperative produces over 200 tons of
vermicelli a year, sold widely across the country.

Leaf-fermented wine
After vermicelli, leaf-fermented wine is the next product to

be licensed for export to the EU. In late October, Thanh Tam
Cooperative in Cho Don district, Bac Kan province exported the
first batch to Japan. Bang Phuc commune, thousands of meters
above sea level, with a cool climate and fresh cold water, has long
been famous in Bac Kan for its winemaking. Traditional
winemaking is popular in all nine villages of the commune.
Wine production output is nearly 210,000 liters per month, or
more than 6,000 liters a day. The product is sold in many
provinces. Local revenue from winemaking and pig rearing is
estimated at more than VND65 billion a year.

To increase its product value, Thanh Tam Cooperative with 24
members is cooperating with 11 local ethnic minority households.
The product is certified 3-star OCOP. On average, each month, the
cooperative produces and sells 10,000 liters of leaf-fermented wine
to the market. Its members have boldly, actively searched for
partners and brought their products to strict markets such as Japan.

In the coming time, the Bac Kan Provincial People’s Committee
will direct Cho Don district and relevant agencies to support Bang
Phuc commune to build a traditional winemaking village associated
with tourism and export orientations. This will be a methodical way
to improve the production of locally distinctive OCOP products of
Cho Don in particular and Bac Kan in general.n
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BAC KAN’S OCOP PRODUCTS 

Reaching out to World Market
A number of OCOP products made by Bac
Kan province have reached the world
market. This initial success has also
prompted effective export approaches to
large and potential world markets, thus
elevating the class of OCOP products.

BAO DAN

Hanoi: Each District Has One OCOP
Showroom Linked to Tourism by 2025

Hanoi People's Committee recently announced a plan on
developing centers responsible for designing, manufacturing,
promoting and marketing OCOP products and handicraft villages
linked to tourism in districts and towns in the period to 2025.

The plan aims to create an enabling environment for rural
industrial and handicraft manufacturers to make creative
designs, introduce, promote and sell OCOP products (One
Commune One Product - OCOP) and handicrafts linked to
experience and discovery tourism, thus helping economic
restructuring in rural areas.

Moreover, the plan also aims to improve the value of
handicrafts, OCOP products and cottage industries, build value

chains from creative design, production - processing, marketing
(domestic and international tourist markets) by preserving and
promoting traditional cultural values of handicraft villages that also
have community tourism, agricultural and rural tourism in the
circular economy in a bid to develop and implement the National
Target Program on New Rural Development in 2021-2025. At the
same time, the plan will establish an interconnected environment
for artisans, young designers with an entrepreneurial spirit, research
institutes, universities and international organizations to foster local
cultural advantages and economic development aspirations of
traditional handicraft villages in districts and towns.

According to the plan, each district/town will have at least
one center for designing, creating, introducing, promoting and
marketing OCOP products and handicraft villages linked with
tourism by the end of 2025.
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S
pecifically, the budget will be funded as follows:
more than VND618 million to Tuy Hoa City, more
than VND2.3 billion to Song Cau Town, more than
VMD1.7 billion to Dong Hoa Town, more than
VND2.1 billion to Dong Xuan district, more than

VND1.2 billion to Phu Hoa district, more than VND1.2
billion to Son Hoa district, more than
VND2 billion to Song Hinh district,
more than VND1.5 billion to Tay Hoa
district and more than VND2.1
billion to Tuy An district.

An official of the Coordination
Office of the National Target Program
on New Rural Development in Phu
Yen province said Phu Yen has
completed and exceeded the number
of communes meeting enhanced new
rural development standards in 2021.
This achievement comes from an
ongoing effort by the entire political
system and local government,
especially those beneficial to new rural
development. Up to now, Phu Yen has
63 communes (76%) meeting new
rural development standards, on
average achieving 17.34 criteria; 15
communes meet advanced rural

development criteria; six communes of exemplary new rural
development; nine gardens of exemplary new rural
development; and two districts fulfilling new rural
development standards.

According to the Phu Yen Provincial People's Committee,
the budget allocation is compliant with the Law on Public
Investment, the Law on State Budget, the Law on Public Debt
Management, and Decision 07/2022/QD-TTg dated March 25
2022 of the Prime Minister. At the same time, the province has
made a focused investment towards sustainability; ensured
centralized and unified management of the program's
objectives, mechanisms and policies; strengthened
decentralization to enable grassroots to make an active and
flexible approach to program implementation.

This funding source has prioritized support for communes
that have not met the new rural development standards or
communes that have fulfilled fewer than 15 criteria. Certified
communes have continued to be supported to improve low-
standing indicators to raise the quality and sustainability of
rural development. Currently, Phu Yen has built, renovated
and recognized nine new rural model gardens, with five in Phu
Hoa district and four in Dong Xuan district.

Based on the allocated budget, the Phu Yen Provincial
People's Committee requested local authorities to integrate
and allocate the budget for each project to achieve the highest
outcomes. They were told to balance reciprocal funds from the
local budget, integrate capital sources and carry out solutions
to mobilize other local resources to implement the program
and eradicate overlaps or duplications in scope, subjects and
contents of support. Based on annual budget balance, priority
shall be given to completed and transitional projects. Funds
for new projects are arranged only when all transitional
projects are sufficiently funded.

After over 10 years of adopting the National Target
Program on New Rural Development, Phu Yen has earned a
completely new face and become richer and more livable. n

Phu Yen Advancing Rural Development

To support the implementation of the
National Target Program on New Rural
Development, the Phu Yen Provincial
People's Committee issued Decision
1201/QD-UBND to allocate VND15 billion
of the provincial budget funding plan in 2022.

DUY ANH
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